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The Board of Christian Education announces

Two Calendars for 1984
Cfcb/ Jamili^"
Paul tells us in Ephesians to "keep the unity of the Spirit
through the bond of peace." This unity, he continues, contributes to the growth of the members of the body of Christ.
The 1984 Family Activity Calendar provides practical ways
to discover the meaning of "Living as Christ's Family" (the
next biennial theme in the Brethren in Christ Church):
• a monthly theme based on a verse from Ephesians
• activities which apply Scriptural principles to life
situations
• traditional format (middle fold)
• listing of denominational events and
Christian education resources
$1.65 in U.S. funds; $1.95 in Canadian funds

Calendar for Children

"Possibilities and
Promises 1984"
A storehouse of activities for the whole year:
• crossword puzzles
• amazing mazes
• simple crafts and recipes
• find the hidden objects
• drawings of plants and wildlife
$2.49 in U.S. funds; $2.99 in Canadian funds

For more information, or to place your order, contact:
Evangel Press, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550. (219) 773-3164.
(A quantity discount is available)
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One will look in vain for an obvious
unifying theme tying together the first
three articles in this issue—except for
the fact that each author discusses a contemporary issue which is not far removed
from any of us.
Again in this issue, the Christian Education pages are up front, including the
announcement of the Family Activity
Calendar and Children's Calendar, and
"Promises To Keep," second in a series
of articles on family by Ruth Dourte.
Dorothy Gish offers 10 excellent suggestions on how grown children can
share with their parents in making decisions about life beyond retirement.
When I first read Dr. Martin's essay
on ministering to persons experiencing
homosexual conflict, I decided to write
for reprint privileges. But before I could
write the letter, I received a call from
John Stoner, of the brotherhood's Commission on Peace and Social Concern,
making the same recommendation. Although not exhaustively covering the
subject of homosexuality, the article
does identify several areas for ongoing
dialogue.
This August issue appears in the mail
about a week later than our optimum
schedule—a delay due principally to the
editor's attendance at the July 1-3 theological colloquium and the pastors' retreat July 4-7. A very brief news item on
the former begins on the back page;
some photos of the latter are to be found
on pages 28-29.
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A special September issue will carry
half a dozen articles on the general
theme of witnessing, along with our regular features. This will be the "sample
issue" for the fall Visitor subscription
campaign, with extra copies being distributed to congregations.
Please join with us in working toward
the goal of a Visitor in every Brethren in
Christ home in 1984. Too optimistic,
you say? Well, if every reader, every pastor, every church board member, worked
diligently and creatively to help reach
this goal. . . who knows?
•
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I ' s been a long, hard day. And it goes
against the grain of our human nature to
walk steadfastly towards—or abide within—more duty, more responsibility. Perhaps Robert Frost felt that on his way
home one evening, when he uttered
these plaintive lines:
The woods are lovely, dark and
deep.
But I have promises to keep
And miles to go before I sleep.1
The journey from dawn to bedtime,
from the awakening of birth to the sleep
of death, may be dreary and demanding.
The temptation to take a detour from
duty, from faithfulness, from fidelity—
for just a night or two—tugs at our
hearts constantly. Some of us yield to
the easy chair and the hypnotic illusions
of TV. Some of us just don't go home.
The camaraderie of the bar, the firehall,
the coffee klatch, seems so right.
• Life isn't easy enough, pleasant
enough at home. My wife, my
husband, my children expect too
much. I'll show them a thing or
two. I won't go home. I just won't
be there tonight—or anymore.
4

• I know I said you can count on
me for better or worse, thick or
thin. I was sure, though others
had failed, that I could and would
do it. But I didn't realize what I
was saying, and you are not who I
thought you were. You disappoint
me and irritate me. You push me.
I won't take it anymore. Vows,
contracts, debts, responsibilities.
I'm sick and tired of them all. I
need some fun, some relief. I quit.
I won't be home tonight. I'll take
the path through the lovely woods.
But what about commitment? What
is its essence, its nature?
Commitment has deeps roots in our
being. We seem to be born with something to live up to. Our very bodies
strain towards the goal of our adulthood
when we were capable of giving life as it
was given to us in birth.
Commitment is rooted in the image
of God. The human-divine spirit, lit by
the candle of the Lord, shines in moments of splendor approximating the
glory of the self-giving God, and we subconsciously believe that we can do it too.

Commitment is the fruit of being
born again. New birth is the kindergarten of discipleship, an example to
follow. We are awakened to the voice of
the high calling of God to be like Jesus.
So we, whether by life or death, ought to
lay down our lives for others.
Commitment then boils down to faithfulness to God, to others, to ourselves,
even if we suffer unspeakable pain,
endure prolonged deprivations, or die in
the process.
This plea is directed to Christians, to
people who have been joined by faith in
marriage to Christ and now bear his
name. God will not hold those guiltless
who take his name in vain, and it is
better not to vow than to vow and not
pay (Exodus 20:7 and Ecclesiastes 5:4,
5).
What promises are "Christians" breaking? What covenants, what contracts,
what responsibilities that are part of the
Christian life are being evaded—through
default, through declaring emotional
and moral bankruptcy—by "Christians"
who all the while expect somehow and
anyway to be heirs with Christ of the
riches of eternal life?
The most serious commitment that
can be made, in the human sphere, is
marriage. Marriage is a human institution provided by God for all races and
cultures. It is not a duty, but a choice—a
decision, a vow as binding as any human
contract, irrevocable, unalterable, as unchangeable as the faithfulness of God.
Marriage is the ultimate test of the
Evangelical Visitor
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human capacity and will to be faithful to
God—to be like him.
In some awesome way God's intention of grace to us is short-circuited by
our refusal to extend and maintain grace
in our human relationships. God in
Christ has promised never to leave or
forsake us. He will love us to the end. He
will forgive all our sins and shortcomings. Why are we, who are under his
grace, unable to follow through on our
commitments, unable to forgive?
A wedding: the making of hard promises, the vowing of vows in the name of
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.
A marriage: the anvil on which these
promises are hammered out, assuming
their shape and form.
Then divorce: the ultimate breaking
of promises, default on the unpaid debt
of love, declaring bankruptcy. Divorce:
the ultimate unforgiveness, glaring unGODlikeness, unCHRISTlikeness. Divorce: the verbal or nonverbal, legal or
illegal leaving and forsaking of those we
promised to love, the refusal to forgive
and restore to a place of favor this
spouse who is less than we hoped for.
We didn't promise to have loving feelings! We promised to love, to lay down
our lives, to give ourselves for the blessing and benefit of this other person. Our
desperate need and desire for someone is
not our love for that person. Love is our
response, our giving to that other person's need.
Promises, promises! Commandments!
August 1983 5

by Ruth Dourte

Commitments! Leave your parents! Cleave
to your spouse! Unite your bodies!
Become one flesh in your children!
What does all that have to do with
promises?
A parent holds in his arms his firstborn, this tiny merger of the flesh and
being of both his father and mother, and
is struck to the depths of his own being
by the unalterable truth that because of
him this child exists. Does such a person
not wholeheartedly promise: "Little guy,
little girl, you can count on me. I'm your
Daddy. I'm your Mommy. I'll be here. I
will never leave you or forsake you. I'm
going to make you proud of me"?
Then in a few days or weeks, selfishness takes over, and we cannot share our

We didn't promise
to have loving feelings!
We promised to love,
to lay down our lives,
to give ourselves for
the blessing and benefit
of this other person.

spouse's time, attention, love with this
little intruder. We cannot spare the huge
slice of time from our own pursuits and
pleasures that is necessary to protect and
nourish this little person we have brought
into being. We long to get out of the
eternal orbit of this child's existence. We
scream and cry inside ourselves against
his perennial need. We beg or blame his
father or mother. We fill the atmosphere
of marriage and family with ugliness or
indifference and, instead of cleaning up
the mess we've made, we walk out and
slam the door of our hardened hearts
against the shame and sham of miscarried love, leaving hope's house strewn
with the cutting edges of our broken
promises.
The consequences of broken promises are terrible—dreadful for those we
fail, and worse still for us who walk
away from failure. Hear the words of
Jesus: "If anyone causes one of these
little ones Who believe in me to sin, it
would be better for him to have a large
millstone hung around his neck and to
be drowned in the depths of the sea"
(Matt. 18:6). Death by drowning is better than the peril of neglecting children.
That's a hard saying. We'd rather believe
the lie of Satan, "divorce will be better
for the children." Default and divorce
are never better for children than repentance and forgiveness, than keeping the
promise to love no matter how bad it
gets. Just read Parade Magazine, June
1983, and talk to scores of people from
broken homes.
Last night I asked an eight-year-old
boy, brought with his eleven-year-old
brother for counseling, what changes he
wanted in his life. His blue eyes filled
with tears as he said, "I wish they'd take
down that 'For Sale' sign in front of our
house. I want to stay there and be all
together." Later I said to those parents,
"You pay for counseling so these little
boys can learn to get along with either of
you, when you two adults refuse to learn
to do it yourselves. What a burden

you've placed on the backs of your
children."
Divorce: the ultimate unforgiveness!
There is peril in ignoring one of the most
disturbing messages in the New Testament: " 'Shouldn't you have had mercy
on your fellow servant just as I had on
you?' In anger his master turned him
over to the jailers until he should pay
back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless
you forgive your brother from your
heart"(Matt. 18:33-35; also 6:15). I have
talked with many people—unforgiving
and unforgiven—who have been thrown
to the tormentors of guilt, fear, bitterness.
The world calls divorce "creative"!
They call evil good. You have to do
what's right for you, they say. Never
mind what God says. Figure it out for

yourself. I know it's wrong, but it's right
for me, and doesn't Jesus want me to be
happy? Won't he forgive me when it is
all over? Well, when do you plan to
repent? And was Jesus happy? Or did he
rather do what needed to be done for us,
steadfastly obedient to the end?
God hates divorce and has little patience with the tears and prayers of people who break promises (See Malachi
2:13-17). God hates divorce because it
hurts people. It hurts the sinner and the
sinned against. It reveals who is willing,
and who is unwilling, to forgive and ask
forgiveness.
Don't do it! Rather, "Be ye kind to
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for Christ's
sake hath forgiven you" (Eph. 4:32, KJV).
Some will. Some won't. Robert Frost
made his decision:

I shall be telling this with a
sigh
Somewhere
ages and ages
hence.
Two roads converged in a wood,
and I
I took the one less traveled by
And that has made all the
difference. . .2
Please come back! Don't detour! Please
come home!
•
1

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening.
The Road Not Taken

2

Ruth Dourte, Dillsburg, Pa., has conducted regular therapy groups with divorced
and separated people for seven years. This is
the second in a series she is writing on marriage and the home.

Resource Kit on
Marriage and Sexuality
• recognizing the urgency of answering questions relating to sexuality, sex education, singleness, dating, marriage and family,
divorce and remarriage
• focused on enriching the quality of family life, offering help for
troubled families, and ministering to the needs of singles
• designed for congregational use through the church library and
for specialized needs such as Sunday schools, small groups,
Bible studies, retreats
• twenty-five titles, including Charles Swindoll, Strike the Original
Match (candidly presenting practical guidelines for rekindling
the flame of affection in marriage); James Dobson, Hide or Seek
(building self-esteem in children); Elva McAllaster, Free to be
Single (helping both the single and those wanting to minister to
singles); Jim Conway, Men in Mid-Life Crisis (understanding the
natural process of aging and its effect on the marriage relationship)
This collection of resource materials was sponsored by the Board of
Christian Education and compiled by a task force headed by Dr. J.
Andrew Stoner, a marriage and family life counselor.
Retail value of the 25 books and tapes is $140.95. The resource kit is
available for only $110.00 (including postage) by ordering by mail from
Christian Light Bookstore, P.O. Box 226, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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PARENTS
by Dorothy Gish

J P
on't ever have children because
— — when you're old, they'll break
your heart, dump you in an old folks
home, and forget you."
A stony-faced woman in a retirement
home hurled that chilling remark at one
of my students, but it contrasted sharply
with one the student had heard the night
before.
August 1983 7

"My children would do anything for
me." This was a man down the hall in
the same building. "But I chose to live
here. This is the place for me."
While the debate on so-called "old
folks homes" rages, another argument
ensues over aging parents living with
their children. However, 75 percent of
the elderly people in our country still

head their own households. Many of
them live in a house they can't keep up,
that's underoccupied, and often in a
deteriorating neighborhood with a rising crime rate.
Care for aging parents has more
impact on women because, studies show,
they generally feel greater responsibility
than men for the emotional well-being

CARING FOR YOUR
AGING PARENTS
of people. And since the life expectancy
of women exceeds that of men, it's more
likely to be a mother or mother-in-law
who needs care.
Sooner or later most persons are confronted with the problem and have to
make a choice with their parents about
how they will live out their years. While
there are no easy answers, there are
some guidelines that can help:

B
_

Recognize and own
your needs.

Like the answer to "the greatest of all
commandments" question (Love the
Lord your God . . . and your neighbor as
yourself), our relationships to others
depend on our relationship to self. Our
true acceptance of others, even our parents, starts with self-acceptance. This
includes an awareness of who we are
and what our needs are. But beyond
that, we have to own our needs and
realize that it is legitimate to see that
those needs are met.
If you attempt to care for an aging
parent or anyone else at the expense of
meeting your own essential needs, anger,
guilt and sickness can often result.

2

E x a m i n e your view
of aging.

Our society measures the worth of a
person by his or her ability to produce
and consume. Lacking that ability
means not having a valued social function to perform, and thus makes one
worthless. However, the Bible teaches
that our worth comes not from what we
do, but from who we are—beings made
in the image of God. One's worth does
not depend upon one's usefulness to
others, but upon God's unmerited and
unmeritable love.
The theoretical perspectives concerning aging include two very different
approaches. Activity theory suggests that
the key to successful living is to remain

active. On the other hand, disengagement theory suggests that aging involves
inevitable mutual withdrawal. Whatever
one's theoretical approach to aging, it
does involve change and, frequently,
loss. But a biblical perspective would be
that life is a continuing opportunity to
grow into the full stature of Christ. Even
loss can be seen as spiritually significant
in the "emptying" and "letting go" process. Not only will your attitude toward
aging greatly influence your experience
of aging, but it will affect your response
to your aging parents.

a

Accept your o w n
aging.

The mid-life crisis, an increasingly
discussed concept, is a painfully real
experience for many between ages thirtyeight and forty-eight. Part of the midlife crisis involves coming to grips with
the significance of one's own life. Just as
we begin to face up to our own aging, we
are confronted by aging parents who
force us to "pre-live" our own aging.
Aging parents remind us that the greater
part of our earthly pilgrimage is past. As
grandparents and then parents decline
and die, we are pushed to the "front line"
of mortality. This can result in a good
deal of emotional stress.

4

Strive for an a c c e p t a n c e
of your parents' aging.

To see parents who were once strong,
healthy, independent, and in control
over us become weak, dependent, and
looking to us to take charge, is a frightening experience. Quite a lot of literature suggests a role reversal—the parent
functions as a child and the child functions as the parent. However, adult
children becoming parents to their parents is a paternalistic position, and
therefore unsupportable. "Filial" is used
to refer to the relationship of a child to a
parent. Rather than relating to our par-

ents as parents or as dependent children,
we should strive for "filial maturity"—
adult children relating to parents as
adult children.

5

Assess your feelings about
your aging parents.

Formed in childhood, our feelings
toward our parents generally establish a
pattern which we carry throughout life.
Because no parents are perfect, children
often grow up feeling they were never
completely accepted by one or both parents, that a brother or sister was more
loved or favored, that they were not
given needed emotional or financial
support, or that they were generally
manipulated or restricted. As adults,
our feelings toward our parents tend to
be the same ones we had toward them as
children. Added to that are feelings and
attitudes toward our parents developed
from our adult experiences. These feelings may not be "acceptable" ones, and
we try to avoid dealing with them. But
ignoring them won't make them go
away. Instead, unresolved or unrecognized feelings are oppressive and hinder
us from being truly helpful. Indeed, they
often catapult us into unwise decisions.

6

Finish any "unfinished"
business.

Remember that your parents were
once someone else's children, and they
probably did as good a job of parenting
as they were capable of. Our job now is
to develop a relationship with them that
permits us to relate to them—not out of
anger, guilt, or fear, but out of love,
care, and concern as adult children.
Coming to grips with our own feelings
helps to develop a filial maturity which
respects both the strengths and weaknesses of our parents. Forgiving their
past mistakes, we can accept them as
human beings who are our parents. If
you need to ask forgiveness or to help
them say, "I'm sorry," do it now. Don't
put it off until the day when you will say,
"I wish I had." Tell them how much you
love them, rather than trying to prove it
after they're dead.

2

Plan with your parents.

Letting your parents know that they
can depend on you when they need you
8
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is important. However, it is equally
i m p o r t a n t that they k n o w you love and
respect them and will not make p l a n s f o r
them but with them. Assuming it is possible, find out what your parents perceive their needs to be and how they
would prefer those needs be met.
A d m i t t e d l y , the abilities, desires,
goals, health, economic resources, and
other personal characteristics of both
parent and children will influence your
plans. However, because each person in
each family is different, there isn't one
general solution which is always the
best. Most would agree that it is desirable for older couples to remain independent as long as possible. An environment which is overly supportive robs
an individual of his adaptive capacity.
However, a situation which provides the
needed support for one elderly person
might be constraining to another.
F o r example, in a home for the aged,
Mrs. Smith may feel reassured by a staff
member's nightly check, but Mrs. Jones
may regard it as snooping or patronizing. Whatever the plan, it needs to allow
for as much independence and individual choice as possible.

8
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Minister to your parents'
emotional needs.

Because of the personal, social, physical, and financial losses of old age, emotional needs are perhaps greater than at
any other time in life. As people get
older they tend to feel less attractive and
therefore less loveable, so they are especially in need of physical contact. So
touch, kiss, or embrace your parents if
you can do it sincerely. Even a parent
who has been undemonstrative will frequently treasure a pat on the back, an
a r m being stroked or a hand being held.
In a poignant poem entitled "Minnie
Remembers," an elderly woman speaks
about kids who do their duty, pay their

Share the caretaking
responsibilities.

Changing parents' living arrangements
or lifestyle is a different decision. The
parents and ideally all the family members should be involved, and perhaps
even a doctor or other professional.
Even in a large family, the responsibility
for being "caretaker" frequently falls on
one person. While that one person may
not have been chosen, or did not volunteer for the wrong reason (for example,
being a martyr, the family scapegoat,
the only single child), it is frequently a
female who bears the load.
It is unfair to assume that one child
should be more responsible than another.
Caretaking should involve all the family
members according to some equitable
plan. For parents who prefer to go on
living in their own home, the family may
need to m a k e a list of exactly what is
required for that to work, and then, in a
family meeting, decide who will do what
and when. Or, if the parents go to live
with one of the children, the other f a m ily members will work out how each can
help. If you are an only child, or the only
child living in an area where the parents
live, you may need to involve "surrogate
family"—neighbors, friends, volunteers,
paid helpers. This is an area where the
August

church family could and should be
actively involved. The apostle Paul commands us to "bear one another's burdens," but we must always remember
that it's a two-way street: bearing implies
sharing.
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Sooner or later,
most persons have
to make decisions
with their parents
about how they will
live out their years.
Here are some guidelines
that can help.

respects, chatter brightly and reminisce
but never touch her.
Aged adults are still sexual human
beings. "Because there's snow on the
roof doesn't mean there's no fire in the
furnace," a friend assured me. For adults
who have been sexually active, sex continues to be important. D o what you can
to insure that your parents have the privacy necessary for meeting their sexual
needs.

Respect the dignity of
your parents.
Encourage them to take an active part
in the community in which they live. If
they are unable to do that, do what you
can to bring as much of the community
to them as possible. Put them in touch
with whatever resources are available,
but don't allow that to be the substitute
for what you can provide. As they age
and lose ground, it is especially important to provide help in a way which
undermines their independence as little
as possible. Find ways of letting them
know that they are really worthwhile
people even if they can't do everything
for themselves.
Whatever form your care for your
aging parents takes, your relationship
can be enriched by observing the following:
1. Thou shalt maintain regular contact
by phone or mail or in person with
thy parents.
2. Thou shalt include thy parents and
family in holiday
celebrations.
3. Thou shalt be imaginative in thy gift
giving (perfume is better than linament).
4. Thou shalt listen to thy parents'
reminiscences thoughtfully, for life
review is a necessary and healthy
process.
5. Thou shalt not gloss over thv parents' complaints and worries with
cheerful cliches and patronizing reassurances.
6. Thou shalt not make thy parents
speak about matters which are embarrassing or distressing to them.
7. Thou shalt not in any way undermine thy parents' self-regard or assurance.
8. Thou shalt let thy parents know that
thou art on their side.
9. Thou shalt try looking at thy parents' situation through their eyes.
10. Thou shalt not lose the ability to
laugh at thyself, nor the ability to
encourage thy parents to do likewise.

Assistant Dean of Messiah College, Dr.
Dorothy Gish has directed the Elderhostel
program at Messiah since its inception 6
years ago. She also served with Brethren in
Christ missions in Zambia from 1958 to
1968.
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Homosexual
Conflict
by Enos D. Martin
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enturies ago the prophet
Isaiah proclaimed healing
for the brokenhearted, freedom for the captives and
release for the prisoners (Isaiah 61:1).
Christians often have interpreted this as
Christ's promise to bring salvation
through the Spirit in the church to the
whole personbody, soul and spirit. However, faced with the complexity of
human problems, the church has sometimes narrowly limited the scope of
Christ's healing power to "spiritual"
problems.
Yet in recent years many individuals
are rediscovering for themselves that
Christ's power can bring freedom and
healing to the distressed in body and
psyche as well as in spirit. Thus Christian ministries to those addicted to drugs
and alcohol, to persons with interpersonal and intrapersonal conflicts, and to
those afflicted with other physical and
emotional ills have been established.
Despite the breadth of human problems encountered, the church has until
recently been uncertain regarding the
way in which Christ's power can help
persons conflicted about their homosexual orientation and behavior. There
is mounting evidence however that persons motivated for change in their homosexual lifestyle can find help through
Christ's power within the Christian community. They are discovering a new
Christian identity, gaining the strength
to withstand homosexual impulses, and
in some cases experiencing a change to a
heterosexual orientation.

General concepts
If a person consistently desires sexual
interaction with the same sex, we say
that "he/she has a homosexual orientation." He/she may or may not express
that desire in overt sexual behavior. The
person whose orientation is exclusively
homosexual fails to respond sexually to
a person of the opposite sex, or has little
or no pleasure in such a contact. This
persons' erotic arousal patterns, fantasies and dreams are for the same sex.
This exclusive preference is differentiated
from transient same-sex activities engaged in for other reasons such as rebellion, curiosity, unavailability of the opposite sex, or disappointment with the
opposite sex.
How a person regards his homosexual orientation and behavior is an issue
of importance in the discussion of homosexuality. Some persons maintain that
they have no inner conflict about the
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healthiness or the rightfulness of their
homosexual desires and behavior. They
experience a desire for homosexual contact and then carry it out without guilt
or anxiety. If distress is experienced, it is
regarded as a consequence of societal
disapproval or of unfair discrimination
towards them. Others, however, do suffer extreme guilt a n d / o r anxiety over
even the thought of a homosexual encounter, much less the actual experience
of such an encounter and they long for
the capacity to initiate and maintain
relationships with the opposite sex.
The church clearly has an explicit
ministry to the person who is in conflict
about his homosexuality. This person is
often in emotional distress and pain and
is motivated to seek help from whomever he can find to relieve his suffering,
be it a sympathetic counselor or a supportive Christian community. The
church can provide help to this person
as he strives for a new identity in Christ
and can strengthen his attempts to relinquish the unwanted homosexual impulses or behavior. Although at times he
may again yield to the temptation for
another homosexual encounter, the
church can offer forgiveness and supportive help to the person in finding
repentance and continued growth.
How should the church relate to the
person who is not in conflict about his
homosexuality—who says his behavior
is a natural expression of an inborn
preference that should be accepted by
the church? This question has recently
been re-examined within the contemporary church. Many individuals have
demanded that the church's traditional
stance regarding homosexuality be
changed and that scriptural teachings
concerning sexuality be reinterpreted to
include homosexuality as a form of sexual expression. However, the response
of evangelical and orthodox Christians,
even after careful re-examination of biblical teachings, has been to reaffirm the
church's traditional view. Certainly this
may create conflict for the person with
homosexual preference. Indeed there
are many other situations where the
church also induces conflict and crisis in
individuals even when conflict and crisis
do not consciously exist. For example,
to the adulterer the church says "whether
or not you feel in conflict about your
affair, it is wrong; you should therefore
repent and terminate the adulterous
relationship to be in fellowship with
Christ." In a similar m a n n e r , the
church's stance reflects biblical teaching
and Christian tradition concerning the
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sinfulness of homosexuality.
In accordance with this consistent
teaching, certain individuals who are
free of conflict about their homosexuality at one point, may develop overt conflict about their behavior at another
point, either in response to the church's
stance or because their homosexuality
eventually proves to be ungratifying. To
these persons, the church offers resources of support and love as the person comes to repentance and changed
behavior. For others who do not listen
to her clear teaching, the church relates
as she does to others who do not accept
her precepts. She continues to lovingly
offer the promise of salvation with
repentance from the old ways, and the
possibility for becoming a new person in
Christ Jesus with new spiritual resources
to overcome those old ways.
The Bible provides a helpful model
for relating to persons whose behavior is
contrary to the norms of the church. In
Christ's parable of the Prodigal Son
found in Luke 15, the father's attitude
toward his rebellious son deserves consideration. In this parable we can
imagine that the father must have been
anxious and distressed at his son's rebellion and distance from him. However he
neither attempted to ease that anxiety
by rejecting his son nor denied that he
ever conceived him. Conversely, he did
not try to close the gap between himself
and his son by saying "Babylon is really
not much different than Jerusalem; carousing can be all right in some situations." Instead, the father stayed at
home awaiting the son's return. Therefore, when the son finally "came to his
senses" and decided to go home, he
knew where his home was and where his
father was. The father's standards and
values had remained the same.

It is clear that the
"release for captives"
is intended for the
person in homosexual
bondage as much as
for anyone.

How does change occur?
To teach with integrity the possibility
that the person in conflict regarding
his/her homosexuality can become a
new person in Jesus Christ, one must
understand that change is possible. But
how does change occur? To answer this
question requires a brief consideration
of the causes of homosexuality. Investigators are studying the hormonal,
genetic and psychosocial factors in sexuality to understand the causes of homosexual preference. In summarizing this
data, one can say that the causes of the
homosexual preference or desire appear
11

The person in conflict
regarding a homosexual preference is a
person struggling with
a human problem
having many dimensions—a problem not
unlike ones many
of us face.

to be a complex interplay between biological, psychological and social factors
many of which are outside the individual's control or awareness. But homosexual erotic desire or preference is only
part of a larger issue. For the Christian,
in dealing with homosexuality we are
facing not so much a sexual problem as
an identity problem. The person with
homosexual preference answers the question "who am I?" with the answer, "I am
gay; I am a homosexual." In other
words he/she says "I am my sexual
preference."
Those who have experienced a change
in homosexual preference and behavior
and have witnessed to their change,
teach us that their transformation involves primarily an identity change.
Whether the person experiences a change
in behavior and preference in response
to a form of psychotherapy or a religious conversion experience, he invariably comes to think of his identity in a
new way. Through psychotherapy some
persons come to understand that they as
persons are more than their sexual preference. They learn to face their fears of
relating to people of both sexes; they
improve their relationships with males
and females. They discover a sense of
self-esteem, independent of their sexual
preference. This, in some cases, is associated with the revival or experience of
heterosexual desire, perhaps for the first
time.
For a significant number of others,
the change comes about as a result of the
Christian conversion experience within
the context of a supportive Christian
community. Here, the transformation
involves "putting on Christ." This process involves exchanging the former identity of "I am gay" with the new identity
"Christ lives in me—I am a child of
God." Going along with this identity
change is the conviction that "I live to
carry out God's will." As the person
matures in his Christian life he is supported in his conviction that God approves when a person develops loving
non-erotic Christian relationships with
both men and women and disapproves
of any genital sexual behavior outside a
loving committed heterosexual marriage.
A recent article by Pattison (Pattison,
E. M. and Pattison, E. L., American
Journal of Psychiatry, December, 1980)
supports the premise that change in
homosexuality involves an identity
change. Pattison reported on eleven
men who were exclusively homosexual
in orientation and behavior, who subsequently abandoned the homosexual life-
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style through Christian commitment,
and over a period of time experienced a
change towards heterosexual orientation.
In analyzing the ingredients of such a
change, Pattison noted that the following elements were present:
• A commitment to Christ and his
Church without an initial awareness
that this would involve a change in
homosexual orientation.
• A change in the belief that homosexuality is a fixed personal identity that
cannot be altered.
• A change in homosexual behaviors
in response to the acceptance and
support of the church
community
and as a consequence of the above.
• A change in sexual orientation with a
decrease in homosexual
fantasies,
impulses and dreams and an increase
in heterosexual dreams, fantasies and
impulsesfollowing the above changes.
• An active Christian support group
with an important element contributing to change in these cases.
It should be noted that just as many
alcoholics who give up alcohol do not
lose the desire for alcohol, persons with
homosexual orientation may continue
to experience homosexual behaviors.
The person may undergo a difficult
struggle to conform his behavior to his
new identity in Christ, even as the person with heterosexual desires may struggle to manage his desires according to
Christian ethics.
Our task as a church is to support the
person struggling with unwanted homosexual desires as he or she attempts to
leave the homosexual lifestyle and to
maintain celibacy or enter a heterosexual marriage as God may lead and enable. As a church we do not coerce
change in orientation but we confidently
expect openness to the possibility of
growth in bringing one's sexual behavior in conformity with God's plan. In
contrast, the gay person who demands
that the church reformulate her position
on sexuality is expecting that the church
change her identity rather than recognizing his or her own identity conflicts.

Principles for ministering
to persons with
homosexual conflict
The following are some specific guidelines for the church in helping conflicted
persons who are trying to overcome the
temptation to homosexual behavior:
1) Relate to the one struggling to
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overcome homosexuality as to any other
person with a problem. Avoid labels
such as " h o m o " or "gay."
2) Provide a healthy Christian social
environment as an alternative to the
former homosexual environment.
3) Listen carefully to the person with
homosexual conflicts; learn to know
him or her as a total person; do not rush
in with premature solutions, such as "go
to a psychiatrist" or "all you need to do
is repent."
4) Help the person to see his h o m o sexual behavior as a symptom of deeper
needs and not an unalterable part of his
basic identity.
5) Recognize that change in homosexual behavior often occurs in stages
and over time. Patiently encourage even
small changes away f r o m a homosexual
lifestyle.
6) Encourage the Christian person
struggling with homosexual temptation
to focus on his position as a forgiven
child of God with free access to God's
great resources to live a godly life.
Encourage Bible reading, prayer and
meditation. Even if he should fall, encourage the person to thank God because
Christ's forgiveness enables him to be
"more than a conqueror." Therefore, the
power of failure to separate him f r o m
Christ is limited. By contrast, continued
focusing on failure can lead to a compulsive self-defeating cycle of repeated
homosexual encounters.
7) E n c o u r a g e openness a b o u t the
homosexual problem in a small group
who will commit themselves to support
the person through prayer and maintenance of a loving relationship with him
or her.
8) In the general teaching program of
the church maintain in a loving context
the unacceptability of homosexual behavior as a Christian option. Avoid
congregational debates in public with
homosexual advocates. Such debates
could suggest to the adolescent or the
weak and unstable that the choice of a
homosexual lifestyle is an option a
Christian might consider.

Recommendations for
church response
The concerned Christian worker or
counselor may feel the need for support
and advice in dealing with persons with
homosexual conflict. The following are
suggestions for ways the church might
respond to this need.
August
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1) Plan a yearly conference for counselors and church leaders who work
with people having homosexual conflicts. This could be a time of mutual
encouragement and support and allow
those with less experience to learn about
progress in ministering to people with
homosexual conflict.
2) I d e n t i f y r e s o u r c e s w i t h i n the
church where people with a problem can
be referred for individual counseling, or
where congregations, willing to deal
with the problem, can obtain consultation and advice regarding more effective
ministering to the other conflicted homosexual person.
3) Consider forming conference-wide
groups patterned after Alcoholics Anonymous that focus on using both spiritual
and social supports to overcome homosexual problems. This would include
providing a substitute dependency on
individuals who are also trying to overcome their problems, emphasizing the
negative spiritual and behavioral consequences of the lifestyle and providing a
stable source of hope, self-esteem as well
as new social relationships.

Conclusion
The individual in conflict regarding
his homosexual preference is a person
who struggles with a h u m a n problem
having many dimensions—a problem
not unlike ones that many of us face. To
repent, he or she needs the grace of God
and the love and support of a fellowship
of committed brothers and sisters.
The contemporary picture of homosexuality as a separate lifestyle causes
many Christians to view it as much different f r o m other problems. Thus the
church has for too long neglected the
person with homosexual conflict, either
by rejecting him or abandoning him to
the world that says: "You really don't
have a problem so don't worry about it."
These are both "easy outs." As a church
we are called upon to find the resources
to minister to our brothers and sisters in
need of help. It is clear that the "release
for captives" is intended for the person
in homosexual bondage as much as for
anyone.
g
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The church can
offer forgiveness and
supportive help to the
person in finding repentance and continued growth.
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Holiness—
to the ends
of the earth

by John Hawbaker

Have you had your eyes checked
recently? Since your eyes are delicate
organs, m a n y things can go wrong with
them. You may have blurred vision,
tunnel vision, cataracts, or you may be
nearsighted. Medical doctors call nearsightedness "myopia." It is a condition
where objects near at hand can be seen
quite clearly, but objects at a distance
are unclear and indistinct—you can
barely make them out at all.
Did you k n o w that Christians can
have trouble with myopia? I'm referring
to the way we look at the work of God
and the outreach of the church. Some
Christians are nearsighted. We look
a r o u n d at ourselves and our family and
our local church, and that's about where
our vision stops. But God wants to come
to us and touch us and heal us of such
nearsightedness. G o d ' s plan is that
believing Christians, filled with the Holy
Spirit, should have the best long-range
vision of anybody in the whole world.
God wants us to be able to stand where
we are and see clearly to the ends of the
earth.
Acts 1:8 is a tremendous statement of
a worldwide view: "But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria
and to the ends of the earth."
Notice three things in this verse. The
first is that Jesus makes a promise. Now
anytime Jesus makes a promise, we do
well to sit up and pay attention. Jesus
doesn't waste his words. What he says is
true. When he promises to do something, we can be sure that he will actu-

This article is condensed from a message
given by John Hawbaker at Roxbury Holiness Camp, 1982. John is the director of the
camp as well as pastor of the Manor Brethren in Christ Church.
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ally do it. So, he promised the disciples:
"You who are listening to me will receive
new grace f r o m God. The Holy Spirit
will come to you."
We rejoice that this coming of the
Holy Spirit promised by Jesus is a reality for us today. It is a continuing promise. It wasn't exhausted that day; it is
God's promise for me and you.
The second thing in this verse is that
being filled with the Holy Spirit will
produce certain results. It is very important to look at what God expects to see
after a person has been filled with the
Holy Spirit. What is going to happen
when the Holy Spirit comes on us? We
will receive power, and we will be Jesus'
witnesses. These two things go together.
They really constitute one result, because
you need the one to do the other. God
wants to take Christians and send them
out into the world as a great rescue
team. That's what is involved in "being
witnesses." People all around us need
help—they are discouraged; they have
deep spiritual needs; they don't know
what it is to have eternal life through
faith in Jesus Christ. God's plan is to
reach out to those people through you
and me.
Christ is looking for witnesses who
will permeate this world of ours and
reach out to those in need. Most people
won't come to Christ unless we help
them. We are to have a part in reaching
out to them and bringing them to Christ.
That is exactly the purpose for which
Christ has saved us. Sometimes we
forget this. We think: "The world around
me is a wicked place. I can hardly stand
it. But the important thing is that I am
born again. I'm ready to go to heaven
when I die, and that's all that matters."
Wait a minute! God won't let you get
by with a narrow, self-centered attitude
like that. Your own salvation is not all
that matters, although it is certainly the

place to begin. Now that you are a
Christian, and are sanctified or filled
with the Spirit, there's work to be done.
We are part of a large rescue team.
The third truth f r o m this verse is that
God's concern takes in the whole world.
To the eleven (and the larger group with
them) Jesus said, "You are to start at
home." That's Jerusalem.
"You are to go throughout your own
nation." That's Judea.
"You are to go to the people who live
near you but are somewhat different
f r o m you." That's Samaria. "Then you
are to keep going until you get to the
ends of the earth."
You can begin to see how the elements in the title of my sermon fit
together. Holiness is God's will for all
people—not only here, but also all over
the world. Holiness to the ends of the
earth!
This verse, Acts 1:8, is designed to
cure our nearsightedness. If you see
clearly only your local situation, you
need to get a new touch f r o m God. He
wants you to see clearly, both near and
far. The problem is that we are so comfortable and so busy in our own situation that we fail to respond to the
worldwide need.
Paul Freed of Trans World Radio
tells of a missionary who spoke at a
certain church. After the evening service, the missionary was invited home
with one of the member families. On the
way home, the host explained to the
missionary that he was chairman of the
missionary committee; his wife was a
Sunday school teacher; his children were
serving the Lord and considering fulltime Christian service. When they arrived at the home, the missionary was
overwhelmed. Since he had just returned
f r o m overseas, he wasn't used to all the
comforts of America. This home had
every convenience, including a telephone
that played chimes when it rang. Later,
in the comfortable living room, the missionary asked the couple about their
plans for the future.
The man answered, " M y wife and I
once thought of being missionaries, but
then our first child came. I had to work
hard to pay the bills. Then I was promoted, and I didn't think I should leave
my job. Since then it has been one success after another, and you can see all we
have here. It's obvious that the Lord is
blessing us and we're in his will. Don't
you agree?'
The missionary was quiet for a while,
and then said, "I'm very glad for the
comforts you have, but if that is how
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success is measured, I guess the Apostle
Paul was a miserable failure."
After the missionary had gone, the
couple began to remember how God
had spoken to them. They decided that
what they were doing was not in full
obedience to Christ. They left their
home to serve God in a mission field.
In case any of you think that I'm
recommending that all Christians should
pack up their bags, leave their homes,
and go to some other country to serve
God, let me set the record straight. I
know that God doesn't call everyone to
another country to serve. I also know
that the overworking of that statement
has fostered complacency and has produced few missionaries instead of many
missionaries. We all believe that somebody else ought to go. But God is calling
people to the work of missions. I believe
that if we are filled with the Spirit, and
develop the eyesight God wants us to
have, more will be called to serve in
world missions than we have seen yet.
Remember also that those who stay
at home need the same level of commitment as those who go. We must be
informed. We must carry a burden. We
must have farsighted vision that sees to
the ends of the earth. That kind of vision
will make us uneasy because we realize
that many people are yet unreached.
When one takes a quick glance at world
populations, one may conclude that the
Gospel has gone everywhere. But mission leaders remind us that there are
over four billion people on this planet,
and half of them have never heard of
Chirst. That should make us uncomfortable because Jesus said, "Your rescue
work is to go to the ends of the earth."
The fact is, however, that not everybody likes to get a worldwide view.
When Jesus tried to give the people in
Nazareth a larger view (he spoke in the
synagogue about Elijah's and Elisha's
ministry to some Gentiles), those people
tried to throw him off a cliff. It's not very
often that people today will drag a
preacher to a cliff and throw him over
because he preaches a missions sermon.
But what they do is just as deadly. They
listen to his sermon and say, "That was a
very good sermon." Then they go back
to their work as usual, and nothing
changes. They just keep busy with themselves, their jobs and their own way of
looking at life. They have no time to
pray about missions, no time to write to
missionaries, no time to learn about the
unreached peoples of the world. They
are nearsighted, and they like it that
way.
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Now I want to return to the title,
"Holiness . . . to the ends of the earth."
Holiness and the ends of the earth are
related in three ways. The first is this: the
experience of sanctification prepares us
to have a burden for all nations. The
carnal mind is self-centered. A carnal
Christian can't very well love the people
at the ends of the earth; he's in love with
himself. But when God delivers him
from that carnal mind and that selfcentered frame of reference, he's ready
to be spiritually healthy; he's ready for a
broad vision; he's ready to see clearly to
the ends of the earth. We can begin to
get burdened about the things that
burden God only when we are filled with
the Holy Spirit. The experience of sanctification prepares us to have a burden
for all nations.

The experience of
sanctification prepares
us to have a burden for
all nations . . . The Holy
Spirit motivates us to
reach across cultural
barriers . . . Our message
must include an emphasis
on the fullness of
the Holy Spirit..
.

Another way holiness and the ends of
the earth are related is that the Holy
Spirit motivates us to reach across cultural barriers. The Holy Spirit led Peter
to reach out to the Gentiles in a ministry
to Cornelius and his household. Until
that time Peter was troubled with nearsightedness. All he could see was his
own countrymen, the Jews. He had no
vision for the larger world. But God sent
a disturbing vision, and the Holy Spirit
motivated Peter to cross the cultural
barrier between Jews and Gentiles.
Two Christian brothers from Japan
attended the 1982 Christian Holiness
Convention here in the United States.
These men were Japanese church leaders who came to the convention at their
own expense. Their church was built on
three principles: evangelism, holiness,
and missions. Their church began with
six original members just after World
War II. Now, thirty years later, they
have 12,000 members in their Japanese
church. More than that, they are sending missionariess out from Japan to

other nations! The Holy Spirit is prodding them to maintain a farsighted
vision. The Holy Spirit is a great motivator. He's a great disturber. Is he disturbing you?
The third thing about the relationship
between holiness and the ends of the
earth is that wherever we go, our message to all the nations must include an
emphasis of the fullness of the Holy
Spirit. Think of some of the great holiness missionaries. Bishop Francis Asbury was sent from England to preach
to the colonists in Early America.
Charles Cowman and his wife served
God in the Far East and founded the
Oriental Missionary Society. These and
other holiness missionaries were committed to the message of entire sanctification. They declared not only the good
news about the new birth but also the
good news about deliverance from the
carnal mind through the cleansing and
the infilling of the Holy Spirit. Wherever
we go, this message is going to speak to
the needs Christians feel. Whether you're
in America, Africa, Japan, or Nicaragua, human nature is the same, and
God's remedy is the same. Our message
must be holiness . . . to the ends of the
earth.
As you reflect on the work of the
kingdom of God, let God check your
eyesight. Can you see with a world-wide
vision the task that Christ has assigned
to us? Are you willing to become better
informed about the unreached peoples
in our world? Will you take time to write
to missionaries and encourage them
where they serve? Are you willing to
follow God's call, whether he leads you
to people here or whether he leads you
to some other location? Parents, are you
willing to urge your children to follow
God's call wherever he leads them? And
will you join in prayer that the new
churches in other countries will be open
to the message of holiness?
"Holiness... to the ends of the earth."
If you get excited about holiness and
about Christ's command to get the message out all over the world, you will
never be the same. You will live, think,
talk, and pray with a larger view of
things. And you will look forward to the
grand culmination of all things which
Apostle John describes in Revelation,
Chapter 7. He saw a great multitude
from every nation, every tribe and every
language. They all gathered around the
throne of God and cried out in a loud
voice: "Salvation belongs to our God,
who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb."
•
15

Pastors take notes during
Roy Sider's presentations.

Church

At the end of 1980, after nearly 20
years of ministry in Nicaragua, the
Brethren in Christ Church reported 522
members in 23 congregations. Two years
later, church membership had increased
to 1387 in 45 congregations. Could you
guess the topic for their Pastors' Conference as they met together in May 1983?
Why, church growth, of course!
Here are some observations I made as
one privileged to attend that Conference.
The Bible communicates across
barriers
The chief resource person for the Pastors' Conference was Roy Sider, Over-

seas Secretary of the Board for Missions. Experienced pastors and effective
evangelists listened attentively in 90minute sessions as Roy explained biblical passages relating to church growth.
There was enthusiastic response to discussion questions. I saw once again that
the Word of God is "quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword"—and transcends cultural differences as the Holy Spirit communicates
truth to the heart. After the biblical basis
was explained, the pastors enjoyed Roy's
Canadian humor and multitude of stories about efforts at church growth in
North America.

Nicaraguan Church has found the
secret
Recently, while visiting a Pennsylvania church, Enrique Palacios, Executive
Minister of the Brethren in Christ
churches in Nicaragua, was asked why
their churches were growing. Enrique,
with a broad smile and shining eyes,
replied mischievously, "Of course you
want to know why our church has
grown. Well, we've found the secret, and
we'll be glad to share it with you. In
Nicaragua, we expect every church member to work for Christ. Most of our
pastors are uneducated and are busy
with secular employment. So all the
church members have to help.
New congregations emerge for various reasons. Sometimes a church member or an evangelist will get a burden for
the lost in a community where there is
no Brethren in Christ Church. Or a congregation will become concerned about
people living some distance away from
the church. So they plan an open-air
evangelistic campaign on a corner lot, or
perhaps in someone's yard. The enthusiastic praying, singing, and preaching
attracts non-Christians to attend, and
the Holy Spirit convicts of sin as the
invitation is extended.

One of the highlights of the Pastors' Conference occurred w h e n Migue. jara
became the third Nicaraguan to be ordained by the Brethren in Christ Church
Executive Minister, Enrique Palacios and the Overseas Secretary Roy V. Sider shared
in leading the ordination service. One of the full-time pastors .n Nicaragua, M.guelwas
the church's representative to the 1982 Brethren in Christ General.
California. Here he and his wife Leyla listen to words of exhortation dunng the
ordination service.

As a result of these efforts, the church
has a group of Christians in a new area
with no trained pastors available to shepherd the flock. So they give a Bible to
one of the new converts and inform him
he is the pastor! As the Lord blesses his
ministry, he is given an opportunity to
attend Bible school and learn more of
the Bible. With sermons to preach every
week, the new pastor has plenty of
incentive for intensive Bible study.
At one point during the church growth
conference, I was explaining some
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Approximately 40 pastors
attended the conference.

growthcaraguan Style!

I

by Donald Zook

graphs illustrating the numerical growth
of the Brethren in Christ Church in
Nicaragua. There were three years where
the percentage of growth was extraordinary. I asked the pastors, "What happened during those three years?" As they
recalled the history of their country,
they replied, "One was the year of the
earthquake, another was the year of the
revolution, and the third was that terrible crisis we have just gone through."
One possible conclusion: if you want
church growth, pray for economic and
political devastation!
With such a high growth rate, one
might expect a high rate of backsliding.
But the Nicaraguan Brethren in Christ
churches have taken steps to avoid this.
Congregations have church services at
least six nights a week—all year long.
Home conditions are too crowded for
family life "American style." But the
family can enjoy fellowship and togetherness by a t t e n d i n g c h u r c h every
evening.
Laity participate in the work of the
church
Enrique Palacios says that all church
members must help. I found this true.
The lay people are involved in evangelism as well as in leading the services.
Enrique shared one of the goals of the
church in Nicaragua. They expect every
one in the church to be a soul-winner,
and all should expect to introduce someone to Christ each year. But when some
win too many to Christ, the church can't
fulfill its responsibility for nurture. So
Enrique indicated that a person should
not try to win more than two people to
Christ each year. Trying to nurture
more than two new Christians, especially when they can't read and write, is
almost impossible. So everyone should
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win at least one person for Christ each
year—but no more than two.
I was impressed with the many people
in each service who participated in leadership. One person would lead the opening hymns, another would read the
Bible, someone else led choruses, several
others would lead in prayers at various
times, and then there were special music
groups. It appears the pastor preaches
once or twice a week, or about one-third
of the time. With church services six
nights a week, there are plenty of speaking and singing experiences for everyone!
Church services are different than
those in North America
What impressed me most about the
services in Nicaragua is the emphasis on
prayer. At one service I attended, all the
children and young people were invited
to the front of the church so they could
be prayed for. Later in the same service,
all the mothers of the church went to the
front of the church so they could be
prayed for.
At another service, the whole congregation went to the front and joined
hands in a circle and prayed. Everyone
prayed out loud at the same time. But
the leader was able to pray louder and
longer than the rest.
At special meetings it is not ususual to
see groups of people in circles of prayer
during recess. The church people in

"Everyone should
win at least one
person for Christ
each year—but no
more than two!"

Nicaragua pray—often and loud and
long! More importantly, their emphasis
on prayer is an indication of their
dependence upon the Holy Spirit. They
know that only God can do God's work,
and they implore God to work out his
will in their lives.
We have opportunities to help
I would like to communicate the two
most significant opportunities as I heard
them explained to me by church leaders
in Nicaragua.
1. Provide some materials for church
building. This is for already established
congregations. All of the church members' finances are needed to help provide
part-time support for pastors who are
taking Bible Institute courses while they
are pastoring. If we can provide some
cash for materials, the church members
often provide the manual labor. The
1983 Board for Missions budget includes
$25,000 to build 11 c h u r c h e s in
Nicaragua.
2. Provide for pastoral
education.
Church leadership and pastors in Nicaragua would like to be better equipped
to utilize the opportunities for ministry
God has given to them. We can help pay
tuition and transportation costs for Bible
Institute and/or seminary training. For
a few selected leaders, we can supplement congregational offerings so that
these leaders can spend all of their time
in study and preaching. Once their work
is completed, they can return to their
secular employment and pastoring.
When fully equipped with adequate
training, some will develop congregations large enough to provide full-time
pastoral support.
•
Donald Zook is Executive Secretary of
the Board for Missions.
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Chris and Greg Yoder with friend, Kenny
Beidler, in front of the Beidlers' home in
West Kalimantan, Indonesia.

A deli
M

We just observed the fourth anniversary of the most unusual trip our family
of five ever took together: a journey to
the village of Malapi, deep in the interior
of West Borneo (Kalimantan). Instead
of a six-day houseboat trip up the serpentine Kapuas River, we traveled in a
small Missionary Aviation Fellowship
plane from the capital city on the coast,
Pontianank, to reach the town of Putussibau. There a sixty-foot diesel-powered
bandung (houseboat) collected us and
chugged us on to our destination—a village on the east bank of Mandai, a tributary to the mighty Kapuas. Here in the
village of Malapi live 20 families of the
Kantu Darat (Dayak) people, who were
once highland dwellers near the Sarawak
border on the northern coast of Borneo.
These people live at a subsistence level:
farming, hunting and gathering, dwelling in simple housing of sticks, logs, and
bark perched on stilts to escape sporadic
flood waters.
The purpose for our 1979 trip was to
visit the two MCC families who had
been in the area since August of the year
before. Another M C C family from
Sumatra also joined us for our MCC
Indonesia Retreat. In addition to the
hearty singing, warm fellowship, and
supportive prayer times, we "took lessons" in barefoot-balancing on slippery
logs, our bridges from houseboat to
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"dry" (actually muddy) land. As days
slipped by, it became apparent that the
deeper lessons lay in the more delicate
balancing act growing out of the rubs of
daily life between missionary family and
villagers.
At the outset, one of the Mennonite
churches of Central Java (Muria Church
of Indonesia) learned of the Dayak people's interest in the Christian faith. Its
mission board then recruited personnel
both from its own congregations and
from MCC. As it turned out, one of the
American families, the Beidlers, came to
live in Malapi. The other settled a half
day's boatride downriver.
When the Beidlers arrived, they found
an animistic people: people who believe
that natural objects are inhabited by
spiritual powers. From their first day in

The Beidlers came
to the Dayak people
to learn, not
only to teach.

the village, the Beidlers discovered headon what animistic beliefs entail: a child
died because she did not get medical
care soon enough (her parents, warned
by a spirit, cancelled their trip to the
doctor); rice was not planted in time
because a hawk flew across the farmer's
path on his way to the field, thus dictating that his trip and task-at-hand must
be averted. How would the Beidlers deal
with such traditional beliefs?
In the first place, they decided to live
as close to the level of the people as
possible, especially economically. They
wanted to identify with the felt needs of
the village people and to be of service to
their neighbors while bringing them the
gospel message. For Beidlers this meant
living in housing provided by the villagers. It meant planting gardens and experiencing flooding just like their neighbors. They were committed to living off
the land, accepting from their neighbors
ferns and other greens for vegetables,
freshly caught fish for protein, and
recently harvested rice for grain.
In return the missionaries gave Christian instruction, loving friendship, and
careful first aid. They encouraged these
new Christians to express their ideas
about how they as resident helpers
might serve the villagers' needs. Rather
than lord it over their newly-converted
neighbors, they chose to live alongside
them, learning their language, helping
them in their daily struggles and even
encouraging them to participate in prayer,
Bible reading (when possible) and other
parts of their worship services together.
Evangelical Visitor
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In addition, the Beidlers came to the
Dayak people to learn, not only to
teach. By listening to the villagers without passing judgment on them, Beidlers
provided acceptance rather t h a n rejection. F o r example, a death in the village
became an occasion for Beidlers to ask,
"What did you do before when someone
died?" They could then discuss a burial
method comfortable to the Dayak traditions and yet distinctly Christian. It was
a way of building up the villagers, preserving their identity as a Dayak people.
As the Beidlers discovered, this kind
of approach needs time and reflection
(on the part of the acceptor of Christianity) and Spirit-given patience (on the
part of the missionary). There is a mutual acceptance, which is a beautiful part
of the way the body of believers needs to
learn to work together. Both parts are
learning to "accept one another . . . as
Christ accepted (them) in order to bring
praise to G o d " ( R o m a n s 15:7).
H o w can we bring these truths halfway around the globe where we live?
F o r this Pasadenan, it means accepting,
listening to, and building up my Armenian, Vietnamese, West Irian, Black, and
Hispanic neighbors to bring praise to
G o d — a challenge as big as that in
Kalimantan.
•

The author and her husband Lawrence
served with MCC in Indonesia from 1970 to
1979. The Yoders are completing studies at
Fuller Seminary and School of World Missions in Pasadena, CA.
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WORTH
IT ALL?
by lla Brubaker
Our hearts were deeply moved as we
stood by the gravesides of a number of
missionaries and some missionary children during our recent trip to Africa.
They had not only been a living sacrifice; they had laid down their lives for
the sake of God's Kingdom.
Was it worth that kind of sacrifice: the
heartache, the loneliness, the deep pain
that comes f r o m separation by death?
And there are other kinds of separation:
tearful good-byes at airports, lonely
hearts that ache because of missing special occasions in the lives of family and
friends, such as graduations, weddings
and funerals. Have these sacrifices been
worthwhile?
Did Jesse Engle make a mistake when
he left his home in Kansas in 1898 to
carry God's love to Africa? Did the
many missionaries who have followed in
his footsteps make a mistake?
Perhaps this story, heard while we
traveled with Bishop Stephen Ndlovu, is
a part of the answer. Through the ministry of Brethren in Christ missionaries
many years ago, Bishop Ndlovu's mother,
then a young girl, became a Christian. In
her love for the Lord, she taught God's
Word in other villages where a certain
young man responded to the Gospel.
These two young Christians were later
married and became the parents of Stephen Ndlovu, now effectively serving as
Bishop of the Brethren in Christ Church
in Zimbabwe. How grateful he is that he
was born and reared in a Christian
home—the result of the faithful ministry
of the Brethren in Christ. How different

his life might have been if missionaries
had not been willing to leave "father and
mother, house and lands." The story of
Bishop Ndlovu could be repeated over
and over in the lives of many.
The work begun so long ago continues. The present missionaries demonstrate the same kind of zeal and commitment as the pioneer missionaries.
The national church is strong and growing. The national leaders are committed
and dedicated, giving unselfishly of themselves. What a privilege to sit at their feet
and share in their fellowship.
Has it been worth all the effort and
sacrifice of these past 85 years?
After this I looked, and behold,
a great multitude which no one
could n u m b e r , of all nations,
tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed with white robes,
with palm branches in their hands,
and crying out with a loud voice,
saying, "Salvation to our God
who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb!" (Rev. 7:9-10, NK.J)

•

Merle and lla Brubaker, pastoral couple
of the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church,
spent several weeks in May in Zambia and
Zimbabwe in a pastoral ministry to the missionaries and national leaders.

19

I

An evening with the MPF Challenge mailing team

No shor

Stacks of envelopes cont a i n i n g the
Challenge
mount higher as the evening progresses.

Each month, a group of eight to ten
men and women gathers in a basement
room at Messiah Village to make contact with people and needs around the
world. The coordinator of this volunteer
team, Anna Wolgemuth, claims she
never has trouble getting volunteers for
the project. The project is preparing
6,600 copies of The Challenge (a listing
of missions prayer requests) for mailing
to 290 addresses in 25 states and Alaska,
plus 19 foreign countries.
A visitor peering through the hallway
windows might guess the group around
the table is engaged in a game or a committee meeting. Fingers thumb through
stacks of papers, while lips move silently
in counting. Stacks of different-sized
envelopes pile up at the elbows of
workers. Piles of envelopes pass from
hand to hand to the table's end where
each envelope is placed on a scale. Faces
around the table register intense concentration, satisfaction, even enjoyment. At
times, smiles and laughter break out as
someone interrupts with a question or
remark.
Anna Wolgemuth takes time out to
describe how the mailing process begins.
Around the eighth of the month, the
printer calls to tell her The Challenge is
ready. Anna calls team members until
she gets the 8-10 volunteers required and
sets a date. Most volunteers are "regulars," but she has plenty of willing substitutes on her list. Nancy Schildt, Missions Prayer Fellowship (MPF) chairperson, furnishes mailing labels each
month from her current mailing list.
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Ahead of time, Anna fixes labels onto
properly-sized envelopes and sorts them
into piles for overseas, Canadian, singlymailed and group-mailed U.S. destinations.
On the designated evening, volunteers
gather in the basement room. Familiar
with the process, each person sits by a
stack of envelopes, and counts and fills
each packet with the required Challenges. Clasped envelopes go to Ruth
Bierbower, Grantham postmistress, who
weighs each one and pencil marks the
amount of postage needed. Workers
nearby paste postage stamps on each
envelope. About 18 mailings travel via
free carriers, residents or employees at
the Village who deliver Challenges to
nearby churches.
The process slows and halts when the
postmistress boxes the envelopes and
transports them to the Grantham post
office where they are mailed the next
day. Money for postage is withdrawn
from a trust fund maintained by M P F at
the post office to cover the postage costs.
Anna Wolgemuth seems aware of the
heavy organizational task she supervises
for l'/2 hours each month. "Many people have no idea of the size of the job,"
she admits. She adds, "I feel excited at
the thought of 6,000 people praying
each day for one individual or need. My
hope is that The Challenge gets used."
Workers who regularly volunteer for
The Challenge mailings have several
things in common. Most are from Messiah Village or the Grantham, PA, area.
Most previously have been listed in The

Challenge as mission workers themselves. All register strong faith in prayer—
especially the power of thousands of
people united in prayer for a single
request. All voice and show deep satisfaction in being a part of the volunteer
team.
One of the "regulars" is Nancy Kreider,
editor of The Challenge. As she describes her editorial work, she comments, "There is never a shortage of
requests." She has developed many channels for receiving requests: prayer request forms returned from denominational missions organizations, the church
calendar, bishops' newsletters, missions
offices in the U.S. and Canada, missions
publications and newsletters such as
therefore, prayer letters from individual
missionaries, relatives or parents of mission workers, and notices of special
campaigns for evangelism or outreach.
In sorting through the abundance of
requests each month, Nancy lists urgent
or dated requests first. Those won't wait.
Then she focuses on pioneer mission
efforts and church planting—requests
that reflect the special needs and conflicts of developing ministries. Requests
by or for national workers also receive
high priority. Nancy tries to balance
coverage of North American and international missions points.
Being editor of The Challenge brings
challenges of its own. Nancy confides
that it is difficult to sit down and write,
to express the needs in short, understandable ways. There are the inevitable
editor's questions: "Does this give newcomers to the church enough information? Is it achieving its purpose? Will it
help people? Will it be used? Can I meet
the next deadline? Uh-oh, is that another
mistake?"
Nancy also sees many benefits to
being Challenge editor. She gives talks,
explaining how she receives the requests
Evangelical Visitor
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and reporting answers to prayer which
come to her attention. "I use The Challenge much more faithfully than I ever
did before," she adds.
Ruth Bierbower (and for this mailing,
her husband Robert) is an important
link in The Challenge mailings. She got
involved when, as Grantham postmistress, she volunteered to visit the mailing
team to give "a few tips that would make
mailing easier." She has been dropping
in regularly for three years with an
assortment of Canadian, U.S. and foreign stamps and with her postage charts.
She acts as a "postage meter," rating
packets according to weight and destination, then writing the amount in the
right corner. "For me, it's a blessing to
work with these fine people. You won't
find a finer group of people anywhere."
Iola Dixon, another volunteer, sees
"tremendous power in the prayer Challenge—if even half the people pray." She
has personal connections with a lot of
people listed through her long association with the denomination, and through

home mission work in the mountains of
Pennsylvania (around Bedford). Recently, she reports, she attended the Saxton
church and saw The Challenge used in
an unusual way. Each person picked a
number on the month's listing. Then
everyone joined hands and prayed for
the requests they had selected. She has
often heard missionary speakers report
how God dealt with special problems on
the day their name and request were
listed in The Challenge.
As Esther Mann glances over The
Challenges she is sorting, she says she
knows most of the people listed. In her
lifetime, she has served at all Brethren in
Christ mission stations in Northern and
Southern Rhodesia (now Zambia and
Zimbabwe). She recalls how workers in
the overseas fields were and are very
eager to read the Visitor and The Challenge. The Challenge serves as a source
of news as well as challenge to prayer. It
also raises a spirit of hope—a feeling
that one is "not alone in the battle." Now
each month Esther helps send out The

Challenge, recognizing how important
that support link is. She keeps her own
copy by the telephone and uses phone
pauses to pray for the needs listed there.
Gladys Henry speaks of the new
interests helping to do the mailing has
brought to her life. "It's thrilling that
The Challenge is distributed from Messiah Village and that it covers such a
wide scope," she exclaims. She follows
up on the unfamiliar names and places
she sees listed, increasing her own knowledge about missions. She listens eagerly
to reports of answered prayer told in
mission services—special needs met in
special ways on the day of a Challenge
call to prayer. "That's just like my
Jesus!" she testifies. "God goes before
and prepares the way. He answers prayers even before we ask." Gladys enjoys
and looks forward to The Challenge
mailings. One month she disappointedly
thought, "I did something wrong," when
she didn't receive Anna's call.
Around the twelfth to fifteenth of
each month, The Challenge team assembles to process a new listing of
prayer requests. By then, much work
has already gone into preparing The
Challenge and organizing the mailing.
At evening's end, Anna Wolgemuth
shares one unlisted request: "Pray for
the team that mails The Challenge—
that they will be alert and do it
accurately."
•

A table surrounded by volunteers (clockwise from foreground): Anna Wolgemuth
(mailing coordinator), Gladys Henry,
Harriet Mann, Dorothy Martin, Nancy
Kreider (editor), Esther Mann, Iola
Dixon. Regular volunteers not pictured:
David and Mabel Hensel, Gladys Sider,
Leora Yoder.
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A home—
and moreon Paxton
Street
by Ray M. Zercher
Sitting in the administrator's office,
with its warm, brown decor, listening to
the story, you might struggle with
doubts. As Mrs. Beth Frey tells you
what has happened in the past two
years, in her articulate manner, you
need to accept assumptions which don't
fit the average institution. But when you
walk the newly carpeted halls, stroll
through the pleasant dining room with
its modernized kitchen, and as you
explore the grounds and see evidence of
careful repair and maintenance, you
must believe. Here is tangible evidence
of what she and others have called a
miracle.
But of course there is more. Beyond
the material evidence, and more important, you'll find evidence in the lives of
people—men and women who, from a
wide variety of backgrounds and circumstances, are finding what they need
at the Paxton Street Home. Here at
2001 Paxton Street in Harrisburg, Pa.,
the disadvantaged—the poor, the mentally handicapped, the elderly, the neglected—find a home that is more than a
place to stay. It's a ministry that is meeting the needs of the whole person, that is
changing lives, not just sustaining them.
The Paxton Street Home program is
a rebirth of a vision which in 1895 was
expressed as a desire "to consider the
project of securing a home for the poor."
That desire led, first, to a facility on
Bailey Street and then, in 1936, to the
building of the present structure on Paxton Street. There the Messiah Home
served the needs of retirees, primarily
from the Brethren in Christ Church,
until its move in 1978 to a location near
Grantham, Pa. In this new location it is
known as Messiah Village and offers
expanded nursing facilities not available
before.
With the termination of the Messiah
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Home program in Harrisburg, the Paxton Street property was sold and was
operated for a time as a commercial
residence under private ownership. When
that venture proved unsuccessful, the
property reverted to the original owners,
the Board of Benevolence representing
the Brethren in Christ Church. Plans for
resale were made in order to help finance
the new facility near Grantham.
But some who had been close to the
program at Paxton Street saw an opportunity to maintain a ministry as originally conceived, offering a home for the
disadvantaged, expressing Christian compassion to those whose needs rivaled
their limited resources—this time on the
doorstep of many Brethren in Christ
Church constituents.
Realizing this vision meant more than
reckoning with the $500,000 cost of the
property—much more. A tremendous

amount of time and energy went into
restoring the building, making it livable,
energy-efficient, attractive. The goal was
to prepare a quality facility to meet
lower income needs. Many volunteers
donated their services in accomplishing
this task. The legal status of the program
was affected through incorporation in
the summer of 1981.
But there was still the price to be paid.
And the meeting of the first payment
that fall—$ 100,000 in just three m o n t h s is cited by the staff as one of the major
proofs of the miraculous at Paxton
Street. With renovation largely accomplished, the home opened its doors for
residents on Nov. 3, 1981. Since then,
guided by a competent board of directors, supported by a dedicated staff, and
supported by the prayers and participation of many in the community churches,
the Paxton Street family has expanded
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to near capacity, with about 80 residents.
A wide range of services and activities
is available to residents: personal counselling, recreation, crafts, gardening, social services, and regular Christian worship programs. A number of residents
volunteer for various jobs around the
home.
The ministry is staffed by volunteers
who share the vision of selfless mission
in behalf of the needy. Daily staff devotions provide strength for their demanding assignments. The 15 staff members
receive stipends of $100 per month,
room, board, and insurance coverage.
There is a continuing need for volunteered services by those willing to be
involved regularly or for stated periods
of time. The nonsalaried status of staff
members is a part of the present operational philosophy. Board chairman
Glenn Dalton, also pastor of the Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church, sees
the volunteer spirit as essential. "God
honors sacrificial giving," he says. And
administrator Beth Frey sees the volunteered services as one more of the miracles God has done to make the home a
reality.
Rev. Dalton also sees the financial
aspects of the h o m e as "solid," supported by regular means: rentals; personal contributions; proceeds f r o m the
Thrift Shop, a used clothing outlet
operated in the building; and some
grants f r o m philanthropic foundations.
The state and county also contribute
t h r o u g h their use of the h o m e as a rehab
facility. Contributions of food, supplies,
and services have come f r o m many
churches and individuals. The sevenm e m b e r board of directors represents a
wide range of experiences and expertise
and is advised by a group representing
community interests.

serve as a discipleship training center for
persons entering service in urban ministries. Candidates for such service will
spend several weeks at the home, being
initiated into city life, discovering the
meaning of fulltime ministry, learning to
work with people unlike themselves,
and sharing with the staff their commitment to Christian service. The missions office observes that this new program "will combine opportunities for
personal growth with practical experience."
Thanks to the persistent faith of a few,
a Christian ministry continues on Paxton Street. But the administrators are
quick to disclaim credit for the success
of the venture. They make no claim to
having achieved when others said it
could be done. They too stand and mar-

vel at what God has done. The board
chairman says, "I am just amazed that
this has happened—it's truly miraculous." And Mrs. Frey expresses her view
by citing the words of the Psalmist
(115:1): "Not to us, O Lord, not to us,
but to thy name give glory. . . ."
As you a p p r o a c h P a x t o n Street
Home, you may smell the fragrance of
baking bread, coming f r o m commercial
bakeries nearby. And as you conclude
your visit to the home, you may also give
thanks that here is a ministry committed
to, sustained by, and dispensing the
Bread of Life—with abundant evidence
of God's blessing on services given in his
name.
•
Ray Zercher is a member of the faculty at
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.

The Brethren in Christ General C o n ference in 1982 voted to identify with the
P a x t o n Street H o m e in a m a n n e r to be
defined by the Board of Administration.
The P a x t o n Street board has proposed
affiliation on a covenant basis, one
which would open channels of c o m m u n ication, service, and support for interested persons, while also establishing
accountability on the part of the home
administrators.
The P a x t o n Street H o m e is viewed as
more t h a n a ministry to those who are
comfortably housed, fed, and nurtured
there. It is also a facility for training in
Christian service. This concept is materializing in a new program in cooperation with Brethren in Christ Missions,
starting this summer. The home will
August
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Cedar Heights
Congregation
Observes 70
Years
Assistant Pastor Ordained
The Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ
Church, Mill Hall, Pa., celebrated its 70th
anniverary on Sunday, J u n e 19, using the
theme "70 Years of Growth." The congregation, which has seen a 44% increase in Sunday school growth during the first quarter of
1983, invited the c o m m u n i t y to two special
services and a 9:30 a.m. children's department Father's D a y program.
The m o r n i n g service, under the direction
of P a s t o r J o h n L. Bundy, included an anniversary talk by Jesse and Mary Long, and
the message by Allegheny Conference Bishop

Alvin Book. Special music featured the
church's adult choir, youth orchestra, and a
male quartet.
A 2 p. m. o u t d o o r service, directed by Dick
Long, featured the music of the Dr. Charles
Heid family, and moments of reflection by
Pastor Bundy, Earl Robb, and Ernest Force.
A male quartet sang, comprised of Daryl
Bundy, Dick Long, M a r k Stern, and Bill
Walizer. Rosalie Long served as organist.
Along with the church's orchestra appeared
the D a n Force, the Ernest Force, and the
Earl R o b b families.
•

Four congregations honor Pastor Roy Peterman
A service of celebration for Pastor Roy J.
Peterman was hosted Sunday night, May 22,
by the Manheim (Pa.) Brethren in Christ
Church. The service, in recognition of his 25
years of pastoral ministry, included music
and reminiscing by persons f r o m the f o u r
congregations the Petermans have served.
Pastor Peterman became a student pastor
at M a n o r Church u p o n returning f r o m his
h o n e y m o o n in July 1958. Two years laters,
he was ordained and became their first fulltime pastor. During the 12 years the Peter-

mans served at Manor, Roy helped develop
the multiple choir program, still so much a
part of the church's life. An ensemble f r o m
M a n o r sang the hymn "Christians Rejoice,"
which Roy and Lois Jean had composed for
the Church's Hymn-writing Contest. Erma
Morris and Edward and Annette Schopf
also participated f r o m Manor.
The Petermans next pastored for five
years at Cross Roads ( M o u n t Joy, Pa.). A
few f o r m e r members of the Cross Roads
Decision, a g r o u p that Roy helped to organize, sang several songs. David C o n d o n pro-

Lois Jean and
Roy Peterman (center of photo), during t h e s p e c i a l
25th anniversary
celebration hosted by the Manheim
congregation,
which he currently pastors.
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Kenneth R. Hepner was ordained to the
Christian ministry on Sunday, M a y 8 in the
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church
where he has served as associate pastor since
1979. Converted at the age of 22, Hepner
received a Certificate of Religious Study
f r o m G r a n t h a m College in May 1983.
Sharing in the evening service were Pastor
Eugene Heidler, Bishop Alvin Book, Rev.
Michael Knowles, Dr. Owen Alderfer, and
Ken's uncle, Samuel Hepner.
Rev. Hepner is married to the f o r m e r
Raina G u y e r a n d they have two sons, Samuel
and Daniel.
•
vided additional music, and Elma Umholtz
reminisced.
F r o m 1975 to 1981 the Petermans pastored the Wainfleet congregation in Ontario.
The J o h n Narbonne family, w h o m Roy led
to the Lord, ministered in song representing
this Canadian church, while George and Millie Sider shared interesting experiences f r o m
the Peterman's years in Canada.
Under the direction of Emerson Frey, a
joint choir f r o m the four churches concluded
the service. Refreshments followed in the
Fellowship Hall where the Peterman's daughters, Joyce, Nancy, and Carol, surprised
their parents by honoring their 25th wedding
anniversary. Interesting highlights of family
life were revealed via a skit written and presented by the girls. Dr. J o h n Yeatts also
shared in the program.
Pastor Peterman is not only seeing n u m e r ical growth in his congregation, but is also
himself growing in knowledge. In M a r c h he
earned a mid-year career Doctor of Ministries degree f r o m Fuller Theological Seminary, involving attendance at two-week segments in each of four academic quarters, the
completing of 40 units of course work, and a
dissertation.
Having all four congregations where one
has pastored participate in an evening of
praise can best be summed up by Lois Jean
Peterman's comment, "I never thought this
would happen till we got to Heaven!"
•
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Allegheny Conference
A recent Sunday evening guest of the Air Hill
congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., was Ray Kauffman, Franklin C o u n t y Prison Chaplain. The service was sponsored by the M P F . • The church
board of the Carlisle, Pa., church has approved a
shepherding program. The deacon couples of the
congregation will be in charge of the program. •
VSers f r o m the missions office presented an
informative service to the Chambersburg, Pa.,
congregation on Sunday evening. May 22. Those
participating in the service were: Phil Byers, Stan
McBeth and Kent Byer.
The Dillsburg, Pa., congregation held a farewell
fellowship for their pastor, Bob Keller and his
family on Sunday, J u n e 5. Rev. Keller was
installed as pastor of the Hanover, Pa., congregation, on Sunday, July 10. • Rev. W. Rupert Turman observed thirty years in the Christian ministry on Sunday, July 3. A special service was
conducted in the Five Forks congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., by Dr. Henry Ginder who married the
Turmans, installed them in the ministry and was
their overseer for many of their years of service.
The Martinsburg, Pa., church reports the men
of the congregation prepared and served a h a m
and turkey dinner to 114 mothers and daughters
recently. • "Preparing for Service" was the theme
for a missions weekend held by the Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation and sponsored by the
M P F . Guests included Fred Holland, Pete and
Miriam Stern, and Glenn Schwartz.
A golf t o u r n a m e n t and banquet was held by the
Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa. Seven
hundred dollars was raised to help finance the
youth in S u m m e r Service. Eight persons from the
congregation were baptized on Sunday evening,
J u n e 5. • J u n e 5 was Anniversary Sunday for the
Ridgevue congregation, Etters, Pa. The guest
speaker was Rev. Preston Parthemer, the pioneer
minister of Ridgevue. After a n o o n meal, a group
f r o m Harrisburg Youth for Christ gave a concert.

Atlantic Conference
An India Fellowship meal was held by the Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation on Sunday evening,
May 22. After the meal a slide presentation, "India
Revisited," was shown by Allen and Leoda Buckwaiter who have recently returned f r o m India.
On Saturday, March 26, the Missions Prayer
Fellowship of the Harrisburg, Pa., congregation
sponsored a Women's Prayer Breakfast, while on
May 14, a Men's M P F Prayer Breakfast was held.
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter were speakers at
both. The congregation sponsored a homemade
ice cream social at the Paxton Street Home on
March 20.
Rev. and Mrs. Merle Brubaker, pastoral couple
of the Lancaster, Pa., congregation have returned
f r o m a trip to Africa where they ministered to
Brethren in Christ missionaries. • Four young
people were recently baptized by the Mt. Pleasant
congregation, Mount Joy, Pa.
Paul Murray was installed on Sunday, J u n e 19,
as pastoral assistant of the Refton, Pa., congregation. A reception was held for the Murrays in the
evening service. • Rev. and Mrs. Allen Buckwalter
were guests of the Silverdale, Pa., congregation
recently. Mrs. Buckwalter spoke in the Sunday
school hour and both of them shared in the morning worship service.

Canadian Conference
The Bridlewood congregation, Agincourt, Ont.,
hosted a joint service for the Heise Hill congrega-
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Quizzing 1983
The 1983 Brethren in Christ Bible quiz General Conference
playoffs will be held on the campus of Niagara Christian College during the Niagara Holiness Camp, August 21-28. The
quiz teams, not all of which had been chosen at press time, will
gather on Sunday evening, August 21. Quizzing will begin on
Monday morning, August 22, and will continue each morning
and afternoon. The finals will be held on Wednesday evening
following the evening service.
This year the Bible quizzing is based on four of Paul's
letters—Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians.
Quizzers will be using the New International Version, 1978
edition. Mark Hess, a veteran quiz coach, will be in his first year
as General Conference quizmaster. The Bible quiz program is
sponsored each year by the General Conference Board of
Christian Education.
tion, Gormley, Ont., on Sunday, June 5. Missionary assignees, Jay and Judy Smith, shared with the
congregation, • An organ was given to the
Houghton Church, Langton, Ont., by the Wainfleet, Ont., congregation.
The Massey Place congregation, Saskatoon,
Sask., offers an all day class for new persons interested in church membership. • The New Life congregation, Collingwood, Ontario, observed its
59th year in May.
A Missionary Conference was held by the
Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont., on
June 3-6. • Eleven people were received into membership recently by the Wainfleet, Ont., congregation.
The Welland, Ont., church raised money for the
Timber Bay Children's Home in their Sunday
school and presented it to Ray Sider when he gave
a slide presentation about the Home to the congregation. • Bishop Harvey Sider was interviewed
by the Westheights congregation, Kitchener, Ont.,
on a Sunday evening after he had shared in the
morning service.

Central Conference
Six persons were received into membership by
the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Oh. • The
Christian Union congregation, Garrett, In., presented Bibles to three young people in recognition
of their graduation from high school. Their pastor,
Rick Mailloux, also prayed a prayer of dedication
as they began their new role in life.
Recent guest speakers of the Fairview congregation, Englewood, Oh., were Fred and Grace Holland, who have just returned f r o m Zambia and
Zimbabwe, and Pete and Miriam Stern, who
represented missions in Southern Africa. • All the
men and sons of the Highland congregation. West
Milton, Oh., were invited to a prayer breakfast
held in a local restaurant. This was a time of
fellowship and prayer for the men of the church.
The Morrison, II., congregation announces revival services were held June 13-16. Sam Dalton
was the evangelist. • The Quiz Team from the
Nappanee, In., congregation sponsored a chicken
and pork chop barbeque to help raise funds for
their expenses for new equipment and trips to
play-offs.
During the summer months, the youth of the
Northridge congregation, Springfield, Oh., are
holding volleyball outings at the local school. This

is to give opportunity to invite unchurched youth
of the community into the youth group, as well as
to give opportunity for recreation and fellowship.

Midwest Conference
T h e Bethany congregation, T h o m a s , Ok.,
hosted a community sing on Sunday evening. May
29. The program was sponsored by the Ministerial
Alliance. • The youth of the Mountain View congregation, Colorado Springs, Co., sold hoagies
and held a carwash to earn money to go to camp.
Eight persons were baptized in the first baptismal service held by the Oklahoma City, Ok.,
congregation on Sunday, May 22. These eight,
plus two other persons, were received into membership. Attendance reached 48 on Sunday, June
I. • The Rosebank congregation. Hope, Ks.,
honored those who had memorized Scripture on
Sunday, June 5. A short program was given by
Rural Bible Crusade.

Pacific Conference
A Servant Day was held by the youth of the
Alta Loma, Ca., congregation on Saturday, June
4. The proceeds were used toward camp fees.
The Women's Ministries of the Chino, Ca.,
congregation held a Leadership Training Seminar
on Women's Ministries on Saturday. June 4. • As
part of the Sunday evening service on Sunday,
June 5, the Upland, Ca., congregation held a
"Young Musician's Recital."

For The Record
Births
Beach: Melody Ruth, J a n . 17; J o h n and Beverly (Edsall) Beach, Cheapside congregation, Ont.
Brewer: Heather Lee-Ann, Nov. 8, 1982; Ted
and Terry (Lofthouse) Brewer, Cheapside congregation, Ont.
Clapp: Amie Lynn, April 22; Dwight and
Linda Clapp, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Cline: Crystal Dawn, May 22; Dan and Marie
Cline, Manor congregation, Pa.
Clouse: Justin Lee, May 9; Jeff and Kelly
Clouse, Green Spring congregation. Pa.

next page, please
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Workshops invited for
Women in Ministry
Conference
The seventh Women in Ministry Conference will be held May 3-6, 1984 in
Harrisonburg, VA. The theme will be
"In the Image of God."
The program committee wishes to
invite interested persons to submit proposals for workshops. All proposals are
due by S e p t e m b e r 15, 1983. T h o s e
selected will be notified by November 1,
1983.
Workshops are especially desired in
the following areas:
counseling and sex roles
basic issues on women in leadership
roles
counseling for specific populations
church leadership resourcing
women in the arts
spirituality
specialized ministries
mentors and models
Individuals or teams interested in
leading a workshop should submit information to Margaret Foth, M B M , 1251
Virginia Ave., Harrisonburg, VA 22801.
Include (1) the name of the workshop,
(2) outline of the workshop, (3) length of
workshop desired (one or two hours),
and (4) bio-sketch a b o u t w o r k s h o p
leader(s).
•

SCRIPTURES
to live by'RZ
Sunday, July 31 • Psalms 94-96
Monday, Aug. 1 • Hosea 7-9
Tuesday, Aug. 2 • Hosea 10-12
Wednesday, Aug. 3 • Hosea 13 14;
Micah 1
Thursday, Aug. 4 • Micah 2-4
Friday, Aug. 5 • Micah 5-7
Saturday, Aug. 6 • Nahum 1-3
Sunday, Aug. 7 • Psalms 97-99
Monday, Aug. 8 • 2 Chronicles 33,34;
Zephaniah 1
Tuesday, Aug. 9 • Zephaniah 2, 3; 2
Chronicles 35
Wednesday, Aug. 10 • Habakkuk 1-3
Thursday, Aug. 11 • Jeremiah 1-3
Friday, Aug. 12 • Jeremiah 4-6

FOR THE R E C O R D . . .
Denlinger: Craig A d a m , M a y 26; Barry a n d
Rachel Denlinger, Cross R o a d s congregation. Pa.
Duesling: R y a n Timothy, May 4; Tim a n d
Tina Duesling, H o u g h t o n congregation, Ont.
Eisele: M a r t h a R u t h , M a y 27; R a n d y and
M a r t h a Eisele, C e d a r Grove congregation, Pa.
Giles: Peter T i m o t h y , M a y 22; Tim and M a r tha Giles, Venezuela.

Turbyfill: Nathaniel Scott, April 22; S t a n a n d
Lorraine (Hershberger) Turbyfill, Edenton, N.C.
Wilkins: H a n n a h Marie, May 3; Eliot a n d
R o b i n Lea Wilkins, Cross R o a d s congregation.
Pa.
Winger: Lorena Dawn, J a n . 16; Dale a n d
Linda Winger, Timber Bay Children's H o m e ,
Sask.

Heastont: Heidi A n n a , May 18; Pete and Shari
( M c C o m b s ) Heastont, Cheapside congregation,
Ont.

Witter: Darlene Rae, M a y 2; David a n d D e n a
Witter, Air Hill congregation, Pa.

House: S a r a h Beth, M a y 2; Jeff and Bonnie
House, Westheights congregation, Ont.

Weddings

King: Erica Lynn, April 25; Brad and Sue
(Sellers) King, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Leaman: April Renee, April 11; Dave a n d
Jackie Leaman, M a n o r congregation, Pa.
Michael: J a c o b , M a y 3; Mike and Betty Lou
Michael, Falls View congregation, Ont.
Rice: David Denton, May 18; Fred and Doreen
Rice, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Shenk: A m y J o , M a y 7; Donald and Rebecca
(Wenger) Shenk, Mechanicsburg congregation,
Pa.
Sider: J a s o n Allen, M a y 9; Keith and Barb
Sider, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Slattery: Julia Kimberly, April 26; Bob a n d
Kim Slattery, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Smith: Z a c h a r y Alan, M a y 5; M a r k and C o n nie Smith, M o u n t a i n View congregation, Co.
Smothers: Lorrin Rochelle a n d Brooke Hillary, M a y 13; Craig a n d Peggy Smothers, Upland
congregation, Ca.
Staub: A m a n d a Marie, J u n e 3; Glenn a n d
T a m m y (Palmer) Staub, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.

Saturday, Aug. 13 • Jeremiah 11,12,26
Sunday, Aug. 14 • Psalms 100-102
Monday, Aug. 15 • Jeremiah 7-9
Tuesday, Aug. 16 • Jeremiah 10,14,15
Wednesday, Aug. 17 • Jeremiah 16-18
Thursday, Aug. 18 • Jeremiah 19,20,35
Friday, Aug. 19 • Jeremiah 36, 45, 25
Saturday, Aug. 20 • Jeremiah 46-49
Sunday, Aug. 21 • Psalms 103-105
Monday, Aug. 22 • Jeremiah 13,22, 23
Tuesday, Aug. 23 • Jeremiah 24,27,28
Wednesday, Aug. 24 • Jeremiah 29,50,
51
Thursday, Aug. 25 • Jeremiah 30-33
Friday, Aug. 26 • Jeremiah 21, 34, 37
Saturday, Aug. 27 • Jeremiah 38,39,52
Sunday, Aug. 28 • Psalms 106-108
Monday, Aug. 29 • Jeremiah 40-42
Tuesday, Aug. 30 • Jeremiah 43, 44;
Lamentations 1
Wednesday, Aug. 31 • Lamentations
2-5
Thursday, Sept. 1 • 2Chronicles36:18, Daniel 1-3
Friday, Sept. 2 • Daniel 4-6
Saturday, Sept. 3 • Daniel 7-9
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Tietz: J a s o n Robert, J a n . 8; Bob a n d Linda
(Sherk) Tietz, Cheapside congregation, Ont.

Brubaker-Mellinger: Elaine, daughter of M r .
and Mrs. William Mellinger, R e f t o n , Pa., a n d
Dennis, son of Mr. a n d Mrs. J. Carl B r u b a k e r ,
L e b a n o n , Pa., April 16, in the Refton Brethren in
Christ C h u r c h with Rev. J o h n A r t h u r B r u b a k e r
officiating.
Diehl-Keller: Lisa Gail, daughter of Mr. a n d
Mrs. Harold Keller, a n d Dennis, son of M r . a n d
Mrs. J o h n C. Diehl, M a y 28, in the Air Hill
Brethren in Christ C h u r c h with Rev. R a l p h
Palmer officiating.
Hogg-Hicks: Patricia, daughter of Dr. a n d
Mrs. Floyd Hicks, S m i t h Falls, Ont., a n d Craig,
son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Lloyd Hogg, Stouffville,
Ont., M a y 28, in the Smith Falls Free Methodist
C h u r c h with Rev. Marlin Ressler a n d Rev. R o y
Kenny officiating.
Myers-Fox: Kim F o x a n d J o h n M. Myers,
M a y 14, in the S o u d e r t o n Brethren in Christ
Church.
Shaffer-Coldsmith: Twylla Coldsmith a n d William Shaffer, J u n e 4, in the St. M a r k ' s L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h , Hagerstown, Md.
White-Donnan: J a n D o n n a n and Glenn White,
M a y 21, in the M a n o r Brethren in Christ C h u r c h
with Rev. Dale W. Engle officiating.

Obituaries
Main: Basil E. Main, Wainfleet, Ont., born
Sept. 15,1912, died M a y 31, 1983. H e was married
to R u t h Sider M a i n w h o survives. Also surviving
are five children: Lois Long, Paul, J a m e s , D o n n a
Ruegg, a n d Nancy Sider; 15 grandchildren; a n d
three great-grandchildren. He was a m e m b e r of
the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ C h u r c h where the
f u n e r a l service was conducted by Rev. W. E d w a r d
R i c k m a n . Interment was in the Maple L a w n
Cemetery.
McEihaney: Clair M. McElhaney, Newville,
Pa., b o r n July 22, 1907, died April 10, 1983. H e
was married to Isabel Lehner McElhaney w h o
survives. Also surviving are a daughter, Mrs. Ted
Mitten; three grandchildren; t w o brothers; and
five sisters. He was a m e m b e r of the Green Spring
Brethren in Christ C h u r c h where he served as
deacon, church board member, a n d S u n d a y school
teacher. Revs. L a r r y S t r o u s e , D a r r e l l S t o n e ,
R o b e r t S t o n e a n d Ted Mitten conducted the f u neral service. I n t e r m e n t was in the Prospect Hill
Cemetery.
Reighard: Sadie H. Reighard, Elizabethtown,
Pa., died M a y 23, 1983 at the age of 87. She was
the d a u g h t e r of George a n d Kathryn Shearer
Hassler. She was married to Rev. Walter L.
Reighard w h o preceded her in death in 1963. She
is survived by a daughter: Winifred J. Good; a son,
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Kenneth L.; six grandchildren; eleven great-grandchildren; and two sisters. She and her husband
were home mission workers with the Brethren in
Christ Church, having served in Kindersley and
Welland in Canada; and in Dallas Center, San
Francisco and Buffalo in the U.S. She was a
member of the Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Rev. W. Dale Allison and Rev. Joseph Hyatt.
Interment was in the Cross Roads Cemetery.
•

Messiah
College
News
Ira Eyster joins Messiah College staff
Dr. Ira Eyster of Norman, Oklahoma
has joined the College Advancement
staff at Messiah College as an estate
planning representative for the Midwest
region of the United States. He is a
retired faculty member of the University
of Oklahoma.
Dr. Eyster is currently a member of
the college Board of Trustees and a
member of the denominational Board
for Schools and Colleges. He and his
wife Ernestine are members of the Brethren in Christ Church in Oklahoma City.

Chapel programs at Messiah
College Chapel convenes on Tuesday
and Thursday morning for 45 minutes,
and all students are required to attend.
In announcing some of his plans for
the fall semester, Chaplain David Parkyn says there will be a series of twelve
programs around the basic truth "that
no one becomes a saint suddenly." On
the other hand, "no one becomes indecent or dishonest suddenly."
"Character ripens slowly. We grow to
be what we finally are. Samson became
Samson; Judas became Judas; Peter
became Peter.
"C. S. Lewis put it this way: 'Each
time you make a choice you are turning
the central part of you into something a
little different than it was before.' "
Left to accumulate, certain small
changes can develop into significant
obstacles which hinder proper Christian
development.
The twelve chapel programs, entitled
"Obstacles to Authentic Christian Behavior," will deal with topics such as
self-image, self-discipline, doubt, integrity, mistakes, inferiority, discouragement, stress, failure, anger, guilt, and
fear.
•
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Second children's
musical by Long and
Barrett published
Grantham (Pa.) congregation members Ron E. Long and Joanne Barrett,
known for their musical "Everyone Calls
Him Sir," have combined creative talents in a second drama, "Hark, the
Herald Angel." Published by Lillenas,
this 40-minute children's musical is available in book, cassette, and album, with
optional accompaniment tapes, service
folders, and orchestration.

The secene is heaven, where the angel
choir is preparing to announce Jesus'
birth. Centered around an inquisitive
young angel named "Hark," the story
(fun, yet poignant) communicates the
significance of the Christmas event
through dialogue, and unison or twopart songs. "Hark, the Herald Angel,"
well-received by 700 California ministers of music in April, will be premiered
in the Los Angeles area in the fall by the
children of the Upland Brethren in
Christ Sunday school.
This new musical is available at all
Christian Light Bookstores.

stevdardsfjip

Principles from Proverbs #2
"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge" according to
Proverbs 1:7. One of the definitions of knowledge is "the body of truth,
information and principles acquired by mankind" (Webster's Collegiate
Dictionary). Eve, in the book of Genesis, did not accept the body of truth
which God gave. Instead she took the knowledge which the serpent gave
and thereby fell into sin and death.
Today our society wrestles with a theory of decisionmaking that insists
on a blanket release of all knowledge available. As a result, instead of
children and teenagers fleeing youthful lusts as taught in the Bible, they are
caught in the mire of habits that defile the mind, degrade physical and
moral values, enslave them to drugs, and leave a trail of shame, disgrace
and dissipation. In both the instances of Eve and modern society, knowledge began outside of the fear of, or reverence for God. The end was loss
and a waste of assets because of poor management or stewardship of
available knowledge.
Thus in our day there is a clear call for the right management of the great
volume of knowledge available to man. Parents should be managers or
stewards of the knowledge available to their children through TV, books,
etc. The teacher in the classroom is under obligation to help the pupil
gather knowledge that is constructive. Individually, each of us comes to the
age of responsibility where the stewardship of knowledge becomes an issue
with which we must wrestle.
All of us are constantly dealing with acquired knowledge—that which
becomes part of us, and passive knowledge—that which we pass over or
ignore and try not to absorb. Here is where management and discipline
regarding the knowledge at hand become essential. Everyone of us must
and do choose, either passively or aggressively, what knowledge we retain
and practice.
Persons who allow the framework of their knowledge to be rooted in
"the fear of the Lord" are well on the way to successful living. Such a path is
not always easy and frequently requires a disciplined control of appetites
and desires, plus the strength and courage that grows out of a meaningful
relationship with the Lord of the universe. Those who pursue this path will
come to a point in life where their store of knowledge will help maintain a
happy relationship with their creator. They will also be a source of inspiration and blessing to those with whom they mingle because of the stewardship they have exercised in the field of knowledge.
Henry N. Hostetter, Field Representative
Commission on Stewardship and Finance
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From nearly all 200 Brethren in
Christ congregations in North America, pastors and wives gathered at
Messiah College July 4-7 for "Ministry
'83." Guest speakers were Ponder and
Floy Gilliland (center photo above) from
Bethany, Ok., where he pastors the First
Church of the Nazarene.
Fellowship during meals, workshops
and small group discussions, special
music (including an "orchestra" and handbell choir made up of retreat participants),
and a closing testimony/communion service—this and more helped make "Ministry '83" an enriching and refreshing occasion.

dialogue
After reading Gerald Schlabach's article in the July Visitor entitled "Nicaragua: These people are not our enemies,"
several concerns came to mind that I
thought would be appropriate to share.
If what Gerald is saying is correct and
can be clearly proven, then more of us
need to be in communication with Washington, D.C. Probably a goodly number
of American Christians have concerns
about the way our government appears
to handle situations abroad through its
C.I. A. and other agencies.
Can it be clearly shown that the U.S.
government makes political choices solely or mainly to support our economic
interests? If so, we all should be righteously concerned enough to speak out
(for ourselves) in appropriate ways.
However, I for one am willing to raise
several attending concerns in the form
of questions. Is the Brethren in Christ
Church turning to a stance of open confrontation with our President and our
government? And is this happening some-

Onesirrjus
Dear Paul:
In Sunday school today we studied
about attitudes toward possessions.
After considering what Moses taught
(Deut. 8:11-17), we studied how Jesus
dealt with that Young Ruler (Mt. 19:1624) and Zaccheus (Lk. 19:1-10). Then we
considered what Jesus was teaching in
his story of the Rich Fool (Lk. 12:13-21,
32-34). Finally, we considered your instruction to Christian thieves (Ephesians 4:28).
Although circumstances here are quite
different from Palestine or Ephesus, this
study has been very helpful. From these
scriptures I get the idea that it was quite
easy to know how each person used his
money. But here it seems that it's no
one's business how I use my money
except as it affects my family. You
would be shocked to see how much
money even simple people handle. Since
most of them are not buying lands or
barns or cattle, their transactions are
quite private.
I like the pattern of having wise old
men sitting by the gate of the village
30

what behind the backs of those in
power? And does this obey the words of
Paul to the Roman church about "honor"
to whom it is due (Romans 13)? Furthermore, is it Christ-honoring to speak
out in such a manner as this Visitor
article does, without also speaking directly to those who are making such supposed decisions?
I want to suggest several concerns. (1)
We who believe in "resisting not the
powers that be" have a high responsibility to know what the facts are. I, for one,
am interested to know what the credentials are of Gerald Schlabach. We only
read that he is "MCC Nicaragua."
(2) We must be concerned, I think,
that these remarks being conveyed in the
pages of the Visitor are also being
appropriately conveyed directly to the
decision makers of our government.
This is in the interest of good communication and Christian courtesy. I'm not
so sure that our Visitor never is read in
Washington or that the C.I.A. is not

subscribing to it through, perhaps, an
assumed name.
(3) We must be willing to work equally hard obtaining ascertainable facts
about our government's policies—including the ones that have a just concern (in
their eyes) for America's freedom and
security—as we are to write articles and
make statements such as are being made
these days similar to the one in question.
Much more could be said, but so
much is unknown and so-called facts
can be so deceiving at times. Everyone
who reads the Visitor should also read
the article in the July Reader's Digest
entitled: "Facing Facts in Central America." It is written by Jeane J. Kirkpatrick, U.S. Permanent Representative to
the United Nations. In it she says that
"another member of the (Sandinista)
junta announced that, if asked, his
government would consider installing
Soviet nuclear missiles in Nicaragua."
She also says that the Sandinista government "has driven the Miskito Indians

Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you
everything that is happening here.
Colossians 4:9
where they can watch and give good
advice about the use of money. But here,
even though there are many Christians,
there is no village gate that we must pass
through on our way home from the
market. In fact, our purchases are safely
out of sight and some of us can even
unload them behind doors that open
and close by a secret device controlled
by a button inside our rubber-tired
chariots.
The society in which I live has replaced
sage advice from elderly women in our
own houses, or old men sitting at the
gate, for smooth-talking salespersons
who invade our houses. They come
three ways—by radio, or television, or
by the letter carrier. At first appearance,
you would think a letter has arrived
from a personal friend. But actually it
has been produced on a machine, by a
person who neither
knows
me nor cares about me, for the sole purpose of tricking me into covetousness.
I took my complete financial records
along with the scriptures for this study
today. But in more than 15 years I've

worshipped in this church, no one has
ever showed any real interest in how I
handle the money that comes to me. I
wish it weren't like that. We could handle the pressure to buy so much better if
we had some counterpart to the wisdom
of the elders.
When I consider how much emphasis
Jesus and Moses put on our attitudes
about possessions, I think we need more
rather than less teaching about it in
1983. It's a dangerous situation when
the outside world speaks to me more
about how I should use money than do
my sisters and brothers.
Actually, I think one of the best gems
I've ever found in your writings is that
instruction to the stealers in Ephesus.
Seldom have you said more with less
words than, "He who has been stealing
must steal no longer, but must work,
doing something useful with his own
hands, that he may have something to
share with those in need." That passage
rates right up there with Jesus' powerful
stories.
—Onesimus
Evangelical Visitor

out of their homelands—burning their
villages, destroying their c r o p s . . . ."
I personally feel that one should read
this article by Mrs. Kirkpatrick, keeping
in mind that the United Nations and its
representatives may be preaching a "gospel" dictated by government policy and
certainly has the skill to distort facts if it
chooses to do so. Yet, on the other hand,
what is the truth?
What is the Christian's answer to the
dilemma? May we at least keep praying
and may we be persons who never fail to
search for truth and who always strive
for the righteousness and justice of God.
Jerel L. Book
M o u n t Joy, Pa.

Findings Committee . . .

from page 32

D. Holy living is maintained by obedience ( J o h n 14:15-21; Acts 5:32; R o m .
2:5-8; Heb. 5:8, 9).
E. Holy living requires that believers
shall not commit willful, deliberate sin
(Heb. 10:26; I J o h n 3:6; 5:18).
F. Holy living requires that, if believers do sin, the sin be confessed and forsaken (Gal. 5:21; Heb. 12:1; I Pet. 4:1-6;
I J o h n 1:7-9; 2:1).
IV. Holy Living and Mission:
A. Holy living is characterized by
reaching out to others and bringing
them to Christ (Matt. 28:18-20; Luke
19:10; Acts 1:8; 8:4).
B. Holy living produces a life of servanthood and cross-bearing (Matt.
16:24; 25:34-39; I J o h n 3:16-19).
C. Holy living uses the particular
gift(s) the Spirit gives to us in this life of
service ( R o m . 12:6-13; I Cor. 12; 14:12).
Issues which were discussed and need
further
study:
1. The correlation of the "crucifixion
of s e l f ' with a healthy understanding of
self-worth.
2. The meaning of the term "baptism
of the Spirit" and the nature of its
occurrence.
3. The degree of tolerance by the
Brethren in Christ in differences in
interpreting doctrine.
4. The impact of culture on the holy
life.
5. The Holy Spirit in worship and
hymnody.
6. Response to the Holy Spirit by
children and adolescents in contrast to
response by adults.
7. The gifts of the Spirit [Added by
BOA Executive Committee — e d . \
Findings Committee: Leonard Chester (chairman), Lynn Thrush (secretary),
Ruth Dourte, John Fries, David McBeth.
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editorial

Taking the first bite
"I wish our church was more e v a n g e l i s t i c . . . . I wish our church wasn't so
cold and unfriendly
I wish our church was more missionary minded
I
wish. . . . "
You've probably heard similar wishes. You may have expressed them
yourself. We all have our own "wish lists," our dreams for what our congregations could become.
" M y church just refuses to move on this," a despairing member says of his
congregation's inertia. Unfortunately, he then stalls too, not moving unless
the whole church moves with him. Nothing is done.
We all prefer to have the whole church go "our way," but individuals can
often achieve much by taking the first step themselves.
A couple visiting a new church for the first time came away with an
overwhelming impression of warmth and friendliness. Actually, only a few
couples in the congregation had stopped to greet and chat with them. Yet
those few couples made the whole church seem friendly.
M a n y churches reputed to be very evangelistic have only a small minority
of their members involved in active outreach. One church growth expert
estimates that only 10 percent of the people in any given church have the gift of
evangelism, the lesson being that a mere handful of people can have a big
impact. What's more, those few often end up encouraging a lot of other people
to do the same.
Remember the old joke about how you should eat an elephant? The answer,
of course, is one bite at a time.
At the risk of sounding simplistic, let me suggest several areas where we can
all take at least "one bite."
As in the above illustrations, a church can quickly become more friendly if
even only a few members start being friendly themselves, offering warm
greetings and conversation both to newcomers as well as to the "regulars."
Likewise with evangelistic outreach. You don't always need a huge program to be a witness yourself.
Want to produce a missionary church? Encourage and pray for those who
display the appropriate leadership gifts.
D o you yearn for your church to be more socially aware? Be an example;
respond to individual social needs as you encounter them. Take "one bite"
toward alleviating a big social problem.
Want a peacemaking church? Be a peacemaker in your own spheres of
work. Strive to make your relationships peaceful in the church. Even if you
can't mobilize your church behind a large peacemaking action, take one bite
by writing letters to your local government representatives. Maybe others will
follow.
Want to be known as a praying church? A small handful of praying people
can be the yeast to make the whole church rise.
M a n y people wring their hands in hope of congregational renewal. Such
renewals are often launched by an individual act. Confession of sin, a vital
ingredient of Christian revival, often begins at home.
None of these actions will equal the concerted action of an entire congregation working together. But failing that, individuals or small groups can start
taking bites, one by one. In time, others mayjoin. There is much power where
two or three gather in Christ's name. — Wally Kroeker, editor of the Christian
Leader, a publication of the Mennonite Brethren Church, from where this
article is reprinted with permission.

31

THE ARCHIVES
C
i4£S5IAH C O L L E G E
GRANTHAM PA
17027

B.

STUDY CONFERENCE CONVENED AT KENBROOK
Forty-two Brethren in Christ gathered at Kenbrook Camp, near Lebanon, Pa.,
July 1-3 for a colloquium on the "Biblical View of Sanctification." Sharing in the
wide-ranging discussion, sponsored by the Board of Administration, were pastors
and laity, church administrators and college faculty. A report of the findings committee appears below.
Five major papers were discussed: "Background to the Colloquium" by Owen
Alderfer; "The Brethren in Christ Order of Salvation" by Arthur Climenhaga;
"Getting at Essential Issues in Sanctification" by Luke Keefer Jr.; "The Holy Spirit in
Christian Experience" by John Hawbaker; "The Holy Spirit in the Church" by Don
Shafer. These papers will be printed in the December 1983 issue of Brethren in Christ
History and Life. (Copies may be ordered before Oct. 1 at $3 each from E. Morris
Sider, Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027.)
This colloquium was preceded by two other church-wide study conferences: "The
Nature of Christian Experience" in 1965 and "The Nature of the Church" in 1968.
FINDINGS COMMITTEE
REPORT
"Biblical View of Sanctification"
Preamble:
Throughout the more than 200 years
of our histo/y as Brethren in Christ, we
have been answering the call to Christlike living. Because we live after Christ's
resurrection, we can be reconciled to
God and be saved through Jesus Christ,
his Son (Romans 5:10). This makes us
optimistic in that we believe we can live
holy lives under the leadership of the
Holy Spirit, "for without holiness no
one will see the Lord" (Hebrews 12:14b).
We do want Christ to be the Lord of our
lives in order to help to fulfill the original intent of creation—to bring glory to
God.
In making this statement of findings
32

for this colloquium, we are attempting
to use language common to most people. While Scripture provides an objective statement of truth, it does need to be
studied in order to communicate its
message in a variety of ways. This is
done so that it makes sense to the wide
range of understandings among us.
I. Essentials of the Holy Life:
A. Personal:
1. There is a freedom from being
controlled by sin (Rom. 6:12-14,1 John
3:9, 5:18).
2. There is a determination to do all
the will of God (John 4:34; Phil. 2:13; I
Peter 4:1, 2).
3. There is an experiencing the
strength of the Holy Spirit for ministry
(Acts 1:8; Eph. 3:16; Phil. 4:13).

Corporate:
There is caring love and fellowship.
When the Holy Spirit fills God's people,
they exhibit an observable love (John
13:34, 35; 15:12; 17:21-23). We are equipped to love, and love always builds
up people (Rom. 5:5; Eph. 4:12,16,29; I
Thess. 5:11).
II. The Holy Spirit and the Holy Life:
A. What people could not do in following the law, the Holy Spirit does in
writing that law of God in our hearts.
This complete redemption is a work of
the Holy Spirit (Jer. 31:31-34; Ezek.
36:25-27; Rom. 8:2-4; Heb. 8:6-13).
B. The Holy Spirit is the gift of Christ
to the church (John 14:15-18; Acts 2:3239). God's kind of loving is the evidence
of having the Holy Spirit (John 17:2123; Rom. 5:5; Eph. 3:17-19; I John 4:1113; I John 5:2, 3).
C. The Holy Spirit gives different
gifts to different people to serve others.
Every Spirit-indwelt person is learning
to love as God loves, utilizing those gifts
which God has given (I Cor. 12:7-11; I
Peter 4:10).
D. God deals with us uniquely, meeting each of us at our point of need (John
15:16; 21:22; I Cor. 12:18).
E. Following conversion, believers
normally will face the issues of being
freed from certain sinful desires or attitudes, being willing to do all the will of
God, and receiving the strengthening of
the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:12-17; I John
3:1-10).
F. Holy living is made possible by the
fullness of the indwelling Spirit (Eph.
3:19; 4:13; Phil. 2:13).
III. Growth in Holy Living:
A. The fruit of the Spirit is the vital
evidence of the holy life (Rom. 14:17-19;
Gal. 5:22; Heb. 12:10, 11).
B. Holy living is sustained by the
regular practice of Bible study and
prayer (Matt. 4:4; Luke 18:1; Phil. 4:6; I
Thess. 5:17; Heb. 5:13, 14; I Peter 2:2).
C. Holy living promotes brotherhood,
community, and reconciliation (Matt.
18:15-17; Rom. 13:8-10; Gal. 6:1-5; Eph.
4:1-3; Heb. 10:24, 25).
(continued on page 31)
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